DEUTERONOMY 8:19 10

itis the LORD your God wh givesyou the power
to get wealth, in fulfillmeng of the covenant that
He made on oath with yoy, fathers, as s still
the case.

19If you do forget the Logp your God and fol-
low other gods to serve them or bow down to
them, Iwarn you this day that youshall certainly
perish; 2like the nations that the Lorp will
cause to perish before you, 5o sha]] you perish—
because you did not heed the Logp your God.

9 Hear, O Israel! You are about to cross the
Jordan to go in and dispossess nations greater
and more populous than you: great cities with
walls sky-high; 2a people great and tall, the
Anakites, of whom you have knowledge; for you
have heard it said, “Who can stand up to the
children of Anak?” 3Know then this day that
none other than the Lorp your God is crossing
at your head, a devouring fire; it is He who will
wipe them out. He will subdue them before you,
that you may quickly dispossess and destroy
them, as the Lorp promised you. 4And when
the Lorp your God has thrust them from your
path, say not to yourselves, “The Lorp has en-
abled us to possess this land because of our vir-
tues”; it is rather because of the wickedness of
those nations that the Lorp is dispossessing
them before you. 5It is not because of your vir-
tues and your rectitude that you will be able to

18. as is still the case God is now fulfilling
His promise to the patriarchs to give you the
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3. as the Lorp promised you See Exod.
23:23-31, 34:11.

land. .
20. If the Israelites act like the Canaanites,
they will suffer the same fate (see Lev. 18:28).

AN ARGUMENT AGAINST
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS  (9:1-10:22)

THEME: VICTORY IS NO PROOF
OF VIRTUE (w. 1-5)

2. you have heard it said Either by the
scouts (1:28, Num. 13:31) or by others describing
the Anakites’ reputation.

4. virtues The word tz'dakah s usually trans-
lated “righteousness,” but here it probably refers
specifically to loyalty or devotion.

5. God did not deprive the Canaanites of
their land arbitrarily but because of their morally
outrageous practices. Israel, however, has not yet
carned the right to succeed them. God brings the
Israelites into the land only to fulfill the oath He
made to their ancestors, the oath that sustains
them even when they are devoid of merits. It is
“the merit of the ancestors” (2 khut avot) that pre-
vents God from forsaking them.
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