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the dove from the ark. 11 The d . ove came back to 
him toward evenmg, and there . . b. m its ill was a 
Plucked-off olive leaf! Then N h k oa new that 
the waters had decreased on th . e earth. 12He 
waited still another seven days d . . an sent the 
dove forth; and 1t did not return t h" o 1m any 
more. 

t3Jnthesixhundredandfirstyea . th fi r,m e rst 
month, on the first of the month th , e waters 
began to dry from the earth; and when Noah 
removed the covering of the ark, he saw that the 
surface of the ground was drying. 14 And in the 
second month, on the twenty-seventh day of 
the month, the earth was dry. 

15God spoke to Noah, saying, t6"Come out 
of the ark, together with your wife, your sons, 
and your sons' wives. 17Bring out with you 
every living thing of all flesh that is with you: 
birds, animals, and everything that creeps on 
earth; and let them swarm on the earth and be 
fertile and increase on earth." 1BSo Noah came 
out, together with his sons, his wife, and his 
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11. toward evening Birds customarily re-
turn to their nests at this time. The fact that the 
dove had been out all day indicated that there 
were resting places. 

New Year's Day of the Hebrew calendar, the 
ground was dry, meaning that no water was 
visible on the surface. 

plucked-off Better: "fresh" or "verdant. " 
The fresh olive leaf is a sure sign that plant life 
had begun to renew itself. 

olive leaf The olive tree, a sturdy evergr~en 
that can live to 1,000 years, is one of the earliest 
trees cultivated in the Near East. It is a short 
tree, indicating that the waters had diminished 
greatly. 

THE GROUND DRIES OUT (vv. 13-1 4) 

13. In the six hundred and ftrst year On 

CHAPTER S 

11. A dovt: bearing an olive branch in its 
beak has becom e the symbol of the peaceful 
resolution of conflict . An olive branch, how-
ever, tastes bitter. Perhaps this should w~m hus 
h • et it sows m t e t at although victory ts swe , 

14. in the second month It took another 56 
days for the earth to return to its condition on 
the third day of Creation. 

THE DISEMBARKATION (vv. 15-19) 

16. together with your wife The order here 
varies from that in Gen. 6:18 and 7:7, where 
husbands and wives are not listed together. 

17. be fertile and increase The repetition 
of the divine blessing of Gen. l :22 signals the 
regeneration of animal, insect, and bird life. 

soul of the defeated the desire for revenge. 
Compromise, which could leave a bitter taste, 
promises an end to conflict. 

15. The Midrash describes Noah as reluc-
tant to leave the ark, afraid that his descendants 
will again defile God's clean world and bring 
on themselves another deluge. God must com-
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sons' wives. 19Every animal, every creepi~g 
thing, and every bird, everything that stirs on 
earth came out of the ark by families. 
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20Then Noah built an altar to the Lo RD and, 
taking of every pure animal aQd of every pure 
bird, he offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
2IThe LORD smelled the pleasing odor, and 
the LORD said to Himself: "Net er ~gain will I 
doom the earth because of man, since the de-
visings of man's mind are evil from his youth; 
nor will I ever again destroy every living being, 
as I have done. 
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zzso long as the earth endures, 
Seedtime and harvest, 
Cold and heat, 

Summer and winter, 

Day and night 
Shall not cease." 

19. by families That is, species by species. 

NOAH'S SACRIFICE AND 
GOD'S RESPONSE (vv. 20-22) 

Noah builds an altar and brings burnt offerings 
on his own initiative. Now that the earth has 
been purged of its evil, sacrifice symbolizes the 
restoration of harmony between God and hu-
mankind. 

20. burnt offerings The Hebrew word olah 
means, literally, "that which ascends." It refers 
to sacrifices that, except for the hide, must be 
consumed entirely by fire on the altar. No part 
of them may be eaten by the worshiper, whereas 
both priest and worshiper partake of the sacri-
fices known as z'vahim (sec Deut. 12:27). 

21. smelkd the pleanng odor This is a cul-
tic term indicating the acceptance of the sa-
crifice. 

mand him to leave, promising never to send 
another flood (Gen. R. 34:6). A modem com-
mentator reads Noah's behavior in precisely 
the opposite way, seeing him as eager to leave 
the ark and be relieved of responsibility for so 
many people and animals (Zomberg). Another 
teacher sees Noah's being enclosed in the ark 
for a year as punishment for not feeling more 
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the LollD said to Himself In Gen. 6:7 this 

statement of God's resolve was for the purpose 
of destruction; here it is for salvation. Similarly, 
the observation here on the nature of human-
kind echoes that of6:5. 

Never again will 1 . .. nor will I ever again 
The repetition of the promise, as in Gen. 9: 11 , 
gives it the force of a solemn oath. 

the devisinf$ of man's mind The comment 
is less a judgment than an observation that the 
inclination for evil is part of human nature. This 
pessimism about human nature is also found 
elsewhere in the Bible (see Jer. 17:9). 

from his youth But not from conception or 
birth, thereby implying that the tendency ro evil 
may be curbed and redirected through the disci-
pline oflaw. 

22. Shall not cease The orderly cycles of 
nature will never again be intcrru pted. 

compassion for his drowning neighbors, like 
the person exiled to a city of refuge for inad-
vertently causing the death of another (Aaron 
Samuel Tameret). 

21. from his youth Only when people leave 
childhood for adolescent responsibility can we 
speak of them as good or bad. Children can be 
only obedient or disobedient. That is why Juda-
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9 God blessed Noah and his sons and "d .. 
8 

. . , sa, to 
them, e fertile and increase, and fill the 
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earth . 2The fear and the dread of you shall be 
upon all the beasts of the earth d 11 . an upon a 
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the birds of the sky-everything with which 
the earth is astir-and upon all the fish of the 
sea; they are given into your hand. 3Everycrea-
tu re that lives shall be yours to eat; as with the 
green grasses, I give you all these. 4You must 
not, however, eat flesh with its life-blood in it. 
>But for your own life-blood I will require a 
reckoning: I will require it of every beast; of 
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THE REGENERATION AND REORDERING 
OF SOCIETY (9:1 - 17) 

Humankind must now be re-established on 
more secure moral foundations than before. 
New norms of behavior must be instituted. And 
rhe possibility of a future cataclysm must be laid 
10 rcsr. lest it have a paralyzing effect on human 
progress. 

THE NEW ORDER (vv. 1-7) 

/, Befortik This is a command. See Com-
ment 10 Gen. 1 :28. In the Mesopotamian flood 
tales. the people who are saved are granted im-
mortality and removed from human society. 
Here, Noah and his family are not to withdraw 
from the world but are to be fertile and to use 

ism sets the age of entering moral responsibili-
ty at 12 or 13, the boundary between childhood 
and adolescence. 

CHAPTER 9 

I. After acknowledging the persistence of 
1hc evil impulse (the ego-centric impulse), 
Cod commands Noah's children 10 be fruitful. 
"For every human impulse, God provides a 
mora l way of expressing it. The moral channel 
fo r sexual lust is the commitment 10 marnage 
anJ family " (Mid. Tad.}. 

2. Originally, God expected people ID be 
wgctJria~s and not kill living creatures for 
thrn loud (cl. Ge n. 2: 18-19}. Bui this ideal be• 
came corrupted iL1tD the notion that there 

the resources of nature for the benefi t of human-
kind. 

2. The fear and dn11d of you Human 
power over the animal kingdom is confirmed 
and enhanced. It is a concession to human wick-
edness, which God now cries to limit. 

4. with its life-blood in it Eating rhe flesh 
of a living animal is prohibited. The creature 
must first be slaughtered. 

5. I will n'luin II nckoning It is God who 
calls the murderer to account. The repeated He-
brew verb meaning "require" (111"1,) in this verse, 
with God as the subject, connotes relentless 
pursuit until punishment is meted out. 

of every beast The killing of a human being 
by a beast disturbs the divinely ordered structure 
of relationships laid down in verse 2. The act 

are no qualitative differences between humans 
and animals, leading some people to the con-
clusion that they could behave like animals. 
God then compromised the vegetarian ideal, 
permitting the eating of meat but strenuously 
forbidding the shedding of human blood, as 
a way of emphasizing the distinction between 
humans and animals. The dietary laws (Lev. 
11} provide ways of reminding ourselves that 
eating meat is a compromise. We refrain from 
eating certain animals, not because we and 
they are so similar but precisely because we 
are different, because we are capable of intro-
ducing religious guidelines into our eating 
habits. 

5. Rashi understands these words as a bib-
lical prohibition of suicide. 

so 
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man, too, will I require a reckoning for human 
life, of every man for that of his fellow man! 

6Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
By man shall his blood be shed; 

For in His image 
Did God make man. 
7Be fertile, then, and increase; abound on the 

earth and increase on it." 
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SAnd God said to Noah and to his sons with 
him, 9"1 now establish My covenant with you 
and your offspring to come, 10and with every 
living thing that is with you-birds, cattle, and 
every wild beast as well-all that have come 
out of the ark, every Jiving thing on earth. 11 I 
will maintain My covenant with you: never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of 
a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth." 

12God further said, "This is the sign that I set 
for the covenant between Me and you, and 
every living creature with you, for all ages to 
come. 131 have set My bow in the clouds, and it 
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itself. like murder, constitutes the destruction of 
the image of God. The creature must, therefore, 
be put to death (see Exod. 21:28). 

of his follow man Literally, "his brother." 

crime because the dignity and sanctity of hu-
man life derive from the fact that every human 
being bears the stamp of the divine maker. Mur-
derers may be put to death because their act has 
effaced the divine image in the victim. All homicide is fratricide (see Gen. 4:9). 

6. Whoever sheds the blood of man The 
sanctity of human life is reaffirmed here. 

By man Punishment is now the responsibil-
ity of humankind. A judiciary must be estab-
lished to correct the condition of lawlessness 
that prevailed before the Flood (6: 11) . Murder 
is a crime against society. 

,hall his blood be shed By capital punish-
ment. 

For in His image Murder is the ultimate 

6. whoever sheds the blood of man The 
verse not only prohibits mu.rder. It is under-
stood to prohibit embarrassing a person in pub-
lic, causing him or her to blush or tum pale as 
the blood rushes to or from the face (f:lafetz 
f:layyim, based on BT BM 58b). Another com-

image Sec Gen. 1 :26 and 5:3. 

THE COVENANT AND THE RAJNBOW (vv. 8- 17) 

9. I now The same Hebrew phrase (va-ani 
hin'ni) was also used in 6: 17 to introduce the 
original pronouncement of doom. The same su-
preme authority who executed the judgment 
stands behind the message of hope. 

12. the sign A distinctive, visible object. 
13. My bow Ramban points out that the 

mentator reads it, "Whoever sheds human 
blood allegedly in the name of humanity de-
faces the divine image in every individual ." If 
every human life is of infinite value, we cannot 
calculate that it is acceptable to sacrifice some 
lives for the good of others. 



GENESIS 9: 14 NO•Al;f 

shall serve as a sign of the covenant between Me 
and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the 
earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, 1s1 
will remember My covenant between Me and 
you and every living creature among all flesh, 
so that the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and all living 
creatures, all flesh that is on earth. I 7That," 
God said to Noah, "shall be the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between Me 
and all flesh that is on earth." 
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18The sons of Noah who came out of the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth-Ham being 
the father of Canaan. 19These three were the 
sons of Noah, and from these the whole world 
branched out. = r1~;:i-7;, 

:D1;:} 11~?1 il?t1~D w,~ r:r~ r,,:;r,~120 
'11l)'.\1 7m~1 ,~tp?l P~iJ-1~ .l;l!P,~.121 

20Noah, the tiller of the soil, was the first to 
plant a vineyard. 21 He drank of the wine and 

rainbow, a phenomenon that already exists, is 
now invested with new symbolic significance as 
an eternal testimony to God's constancy and 
mercy. No other celestial body is similarly en-
dowed in biblical literature. The bow, wide-
spread in ancient Near Eastern mythology as 
the weapon favored by the gods, is here trans-
fo rmed into a symbol of reconciliation bcrween 
God and humankind. 

THE DEPRAVITY OF 
CANAAN (vv. 18-29) 

Much time has elapsed since the Flood. Noah 
now has a grown grandson. The cvcnrs depicted 
here are given in the barest outl ine. Apparendy 

13. The rainbow is the sign of God's cove-
nant not to destroy the world again. The rain-
bow is a sign of peace in at least three ways: It 
represents the inverted bow, the weapon turned 
awa y so that it does not threaten !Maimonides). 
It represents all shades and colors joined side by 
s,dc in a sin~lc entity, calling on different races 
and nations to do the same. And it represents 
t~ prc,rn isc that, no matter how hard it may 
rain, thi: rain eventually will st0P-and the 

the original incidcnrs, in all their detail, were well 
known to the biblical audience but for reasons of 
delicate sensibility were not preserved. 

20. the tiller of the soil This phrase implies 
something well known about Noah (sec 5:29). 

was the Jint to pl,,nt 11 11iney11rd He was 
the initiator of orchard husbandry. 

21. He dr11ni of the wine Noah was in-
volved not only in viticulture (the science and 
art of grape growing) but also in viniculture (the 
specific cultivation of grapes for wine making). 
(It is interesting to note that many historians be-
lieve that viniculturc first began in the vicinity 
of Ararat.) Herc again, as in 4:1 7-22, advances 
in the arts of civilization arc human achieve-

sun will come out again. Therefore, the Sages 
teach us to recite a blessing whenever we see a 
rainbow: "Praised are You, L O RD our God, Sov-
ereign of the universe who remembers the 
Covenant, is faithful to it, and keeps promises" 
jBT Ber. 59a). 

20-1. Overwhelmed by the task of rebuild-
ing a destroyed world, finding himself virtually 
alone and friendless in a nearly empty world, or 
perhaps burdened by a sense of guilt at having 

52 
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became drunk, and he uncovered himself 
within his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, 
saw his father's nakedness and told his two 
brothers outside. 23 B ut Shem and Japheth took 
a doth, placed it against both their backs and, 
walking backward, they covered their father's 
nakedness; their faces were turned the other 
way, so that they did not see their father's na-
kedness. 24When Noah woke up from his wine 
and learned what his youngest son had done to 
him, 25he said, 
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men rs, nor rhe work of gods or demigods as rhey 
generally were considered ro be in rhe ancient 
world. 

11nd bu11me drunk No blame attaches ro 
Noah for his drunkenness, because he was un-
aware of rhe inroxicaring effects of his discovery. 

he uncovend himself An acr associated 
wirh shame and loss of dignity (see 3:7,21). 

within his tent In rhe privacy of his dwell-
ing, which makes Ham's behavior all rhe more 
contemptible. 

TH E BEHAVIOR OF THE SONS (vv. 22-23) 

22. s11w his father's nakedness Early tradi-
tional commentary rakes this verse literally. 
Ham magnified his acr of disrespect: He lefr his 

survived when so many others perished, Noah 
turns to drink. 

22. The severity of Noah's reaction led Rab-
binic sources to suggest that the Torah may 
have suppressed the sordid details of some re-
pugnant act. 

23/f. One senses that originally there was 
more to the story than what we have here, that 
Ham (or Canaanl did something more repre-
hensible than look at Noah's nakedness. But 
the Sages find moral lessons about filial respect 
in the story as we have it, teaching that it is 
disrespectful for young people to see their par-
ents or teachers unclothed, unless they need 
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father uncovered and rold others what he had 
seen. 

23. 11 cloth The Hebrew word "simuih" re-
fers ro a garment thar also served as a covering ar 
nighr. 

24. woke up from his wine Thar is, when 
he had sobered up. 

his youngest son This description makes 
Ham the youngest despite the five-rimes-re-
peated sequence: Shem, Ham, Japherh . Here 
Ramban points ro Gen. 25:9 and Josh. 24:4 as 
proof that the order of listing need nor always 
reflect the order of birch. In Gen. 10:21 , the text 
explicitly scares char Shem is the elder brother 
ofJapheth. 

h11d done to him Shem and Japherh had re-

helpbathing(Hal. Ged. 56a). WeloseagTeatdeal 
if we come to see our parent or teacher as just 
another person. The Sages understood the To-
rah's description of Ham as Noah's smallest 
child, not because he was the youngest or short-
est but because he was smallest in moral stature 
jGen . R. 36: I I. 

Why was Canaan punished for his father 
Ham's sin? The Torah views the family as a 
corporate unit, so that punishing one is punish-
ing all. Furthermore, because Ham's offense 
was a lack of respect for his father, a fitting 
punishment would be having a son who re-
flected badly on him. 

HALAS:HAM L'MA•ASBH 
9:21 b«Jime drunk Wine is used in the rituals that celebrate Sabbaths, festivals, births, and weddings; and 
Jtwish law ~rmtu drinking alcohol fo r pleasure. Drunkenness, however, is strongly opposed. The drunk 
penon ii fully responsible for any violations of the law committed while drunk (BT Er. 65a). Today we 
undentand akoholiam,, or any addiction, as an illness. With any illness, Jewish law generally obligates the ill to 
11eck healing. 



GENESIS 9:26 NO•Al;I 

"Cursed be Canaan; 
The lowest of slaves 
Shall he be to his brothers." 
26And he said, 
"Blessed be the LoRn, 
The God of Shem; 
Let Canaan be a slave to them. 
27May God enlarge Japheth, 
And let him dwell in the tents of Shem; 
And let Canaan be a slave to them." 

l-VJ~ ,~7~ 
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28Noah lived after the Flood 350 years. 29 And 
all the days of Noah came to 950 years; then he 
died. 

0¥,t,?iJ~f l~o/~l 
:ir.i? 1~? l~W? ,~p1 
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1 0 These are the lines of Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah: sons were born to 
them after the Flood. 

ported the facts, whatever they were, to their 
fath er. 

25, Cana,in The text is silent as to why 
Canaan, not Ham, is cursed. Saadia and lbn 
Jana~ take the verse to mean, "Cursed be [the 
father of! Canaan." The phrase "the father 
of" has already appeared twice in this narra-
tive. Perhaps in the fuller story Canaan , son 
of Ham, participated in the offense against 
Noah, and his deed was well known to the 
reader. 

Jr.I'm TI~o rnm ,~';, -,,;;i, · v. 29. 

Th~. lowest of slaves Literally, "a slave of 
slaves. 

26. Blessed be the loRD Shem's virtuous be-
havior inspires Noah to bless the LORD, whose 
norms of conduct Shem upholds. 

THE DEATH OF NOAH (vv. 28-29) 

28. Noah lived This verse and the one fol-
lowing conclude the story of Noah. They be-
long to the pattern of the listings in chapter 5, 
and complement verse 32 there. 

THE TABLE OF NATIONS (I0:1-32) 

T he text now offers us a genealogy that shows 
how, after the Flood, all of humankind branched 
out from the three sons of Noah. Racial charac-
teristics, physical types, and the color of skin play 
no role in this genealogy. 

According to some authorities, the name 
Canaan means "the low-lying land." Genesis 
consistently employs metaphors of "moral 
geography," in which high and low have moral 
as well as geographic connotations. Thus So-
dom, the lowest point on earth, also represents 

1. These an the lines of Shem After the di-
gression about Noah's drunkenness, the text re-
sumes the theme of 9: 18-19. 

after the Flood This same phrase functions 
in Mesopotamian texts to denote historical time. 

the depth of human depravity. Abraham finds 
God on mountaintops, but when he "goes 
down" to Egypt (in Gen. 12:101 he lowers him-
self to the moral level of the Egyptians. To this 
day, we speak of "going up" to Israel and to 
Jerusalem, regardless of our starting altitude. 
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2The descendants o fJa pheth: Gomer, Magog, 
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3The 
descendants of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Rip hath, and 
Togarmah. 4The descendants ofJavan: Elishah 
and Tarshish , the Kittim and the Dodanim. 
5From these the maritime nations branched 
out. [These are the descendants ofJapheth] by 
their lands-each with its language-theirclans 
and their nations. 

6The descendants of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, 
Put, and Canaan. 7The descendants of Cush: 
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. 
The descendants ofRaamah: Sheba and Dedan. 

'?.J::ll U~l ,J'?~ lil'?~ i'?~ ,,~-~ 2 
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,J~? ,,r-,~~ ~;;:i-x~i;f 9 :r7~9 
BCush also begot Nimrod, who was the first 

man of might on earth. 9He was a mighty 
hunter by the grace of the LORD; hence the 
saying, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter by the 
grace o f the LORD." 10The mainstays of his 
kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Accad, and 
Calneh in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land 

~;( ,;:;i~ ,-:,)?p ,~-,~ i1Ji1~ 
,n:i,~~ n,wx, ,;,r-n 10 :mn, ,J!l~ 

NIMROD (vv. 8-12) 

This section shifts the focus of interest to Meso-
potamia. 

8. Nimrod He is not a historical figure. He 
may be based on an outstanding Mesopotamian 
personality (Tukulti-Ninurta I) whose exploits 
left their mark on the historical memory of Is-
rael. His achievements were commemorated on 
stclcs, buildings. and inscriptions; and he was 
1he subject of numerous talcs and legends. 

10. The m11inst,zys of bis lti111do1n These 
cit ies were the power base from which he ex-
panded into Assyria . 

B11bylo11 The famous city on the river Eu-

CHAPTER 10 

2ft. These tables of the descendants of No-
ah's sons do not seem to conform to any iden-
tifiable rac ial or linguistic pattern. It has been 
suggested that they are divided by types of so-
cia l organization: the sons of Japhcth represent 
island communities (the Greek isles of the 
Mediterranean ), the sons of Ham are city dwell-
ers (which is why Egypt and Assyria are on the 

:i¥~~ -n~~-ilJ.7~1 ,~#.t(l ,;~, 

phrates, about 50 miles (80 km) south of mod-
ern Baghdad in Iraq. 

Ere,b The Sumerian city-stare Uruk, now 
Warka on the ease side of rhe Euphrares, about 
40 miles (64 km) up the river from Ur in south-
ern Iraq. 

C,uneb The only name in this list that never 
appears in Akkadian inscriptions. A widely ac-
cepted suggestion is to read the word as v '-khul-
la11ah, meaning, "all of chem being." 

Sbi1111r The land of Babylonia, embracing 
Sumer and Akkad and bounded on the north by 
Assyria, modern southern Iraq. 

11. From tb11t IA11d Thar is, "From that 
land, he (Nimrod) went forth to Asshur." The 

same list), while the sons of Shem are semi-
nomadic shepherds. 

8. Nimrod The name in Hebrew suggests 
rebelliousness. The Midrash sees Nimrod as 
the first person to take advantage of God's per-
mission to kill animals for food. Then, having 
developed a taste for blood and the thrill of 
being able to take life, he killed human beings. 
Blessed by God with grace and skill, he misused 
his talents. 
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Asshur went forth and built N' h meve , Reho-
both-ir, Calah, 1land Resen bet N. l?.h ,11!1~ .rq~ x,;::i;:r n~iTT~ • • 

: n7;:rn~1 ,,¥ n·:;i·n,-n~1 i11trn~ 
.Kli) n??, P?.~ il).t~ p~ 1trn~~ 12 

and Calah, that is the great city. 
ween meveh 

13And Mizraim begot the L d " h . u 1111, t e : i11i7lil ,,.Vil Amumm, the Lehabim, the Naphtuhim, 14the 
P,ath rusim, the Casluhim and the C h . • ap tonm, 
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o,~~~rn~1 o,J~',-n~ ,'?~ oi\¥m 13 
-n~~ :o,nr-mrnx, o,:::iil,-nx, whence the Philistines came forth. 

J5Canaan begot Sidon, his first-born, and 
Heth; 10and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the 
Girgashites, 17the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
Sinites, 18the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the 
Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaan-
ites spread out. (19The [original] Canaanite 
territo ry extended from Sidon as far as Gerar, 
near Gaza, and as far as Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboiim, near Lasha.) 20These 

1~¥~ ,ip~ ··~,~79;-'n~1 ,-~~~".!~-~ 
o :o,,:r-m:::i-nx, oir-,u;':,9 ow?J 
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-n~1 ip7~;-rn~1,~r:ip-n~117 :iipn~iJ 
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n,r:i~o/~ 1~•.!J~ ,n~1 ip,;ii:m-nx, 
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passage rcAects the histo rical fact chat, in its 
early period, Assyria was long under the domi-
nation of Sumer and Akkad, whose religious, 
li nguistic, and cu ltural inAuence it freely ac-
know ledged. 

Aub11r The region of the Upper Mesopota-
mian plain . 

Nineveh Situated on the left bank of the 
Tigris, abo u1 250 miles (400 km) northwest of 
Babylon, presently the mounds of Kuyunjik 
and Nebi Yun us ("1he prophet Jonah") opposite 
Mosul. 

Reboboth-ir Literally, "broad places of the 
city." 1his is a Hebraizcd form of rtbit Ninua, 
which refers 10 "rhe quarters of Nineveh." 

C•uh The famous Assyrian cit)' Kalah. th e 
si te of which is presently known as Nimrud, lo-
cated o n 1he left bank of the Tigris near i1s junc-
ture with the G rea1 Zab. 

11. Re6en T his may be related 10 1he Assyr-
ian ci 1y of Resh-mi. 

that u the xrr11t l'ity Nineveh. 

T H E DEPENDENCIES OF CANAAN 
(vv. 15- 19) 

I 5, Sidon The fa mous Phoenician port 
~1r . . 

Heth T he anccswr of the Humes. an 1nd0• 
EurupcJ 11 peo ple who se1ded i_n Asia Minor, 
took over 1he name of the earlier mhabuan'.s, 
the Hm i. anJ CJ . 1800 ll .<.:. E- fo unded th ' H,c-
lllc Empire . b h 

16. Jeb11site6 Nu1hing is kn own a oui I e 

origin of this people. In the period of Joshua's 
wars of conquest, and until David 's rime, they 
were located in Jerusalem. 

Amorites A Semitic people who first ap-
peared in Babylonia in significant numbers ca . 
2000 B.C.E., having migrated from the fringes 
of the Syrian desert. In later cenmries, successive 
waves of Amorites infiltrated the entire Fertile 
Crescent. 

17-18. Ar/rites ... Hamatbites All these 
refer to rhe inhabitants of five Syrian cities, four 
on the coast and one inland. 

Afterw11rd This note corresponds to that in 
verse 5. The text recognizes that Phoenicia 
proper and Palestine constituted a culrural con-
tinuum. 

19, C..n1111nite tnritory Here "Canaan" is 
not a person but a people. T he Table of Nations 
is leading up to the forerunner of Abraham, 
whose descendants are to inherit the land; hence 
this interest in the boundaries of Canaan. 

Gerar An important ciry in the western Ne-
geb, simated west or northwest of Beer-sheba in 
a region sufficiently weU watered to provide pas-
mring facilities for shepherds. 

G= The regional capital of the Egyptian 
province of Canaan and the most southerly of 
rhe coastal cities, it was strategically situated 
along the main highway and Hade rollle that 
linked Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

Sodom .. . Zeboiim These are the "cities of 
the Plain" (mentioned again in Gen. 14:2 and 
Deu1. 29:22) char were destroyed because of 
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are the descendants of Ham, according to their 
clans and languages, by their lands and nations. 

21 Sons were also born to Shem, ancestor of 
all the descendants of Eber and older brother 
of}apheth. 22The descendants of Shem: Elam, 
Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23The 
descendants of Aram: Uz, Hui, Gether, and 
Mash. 24Arpachshad begot Shelah, and Shelah 
begot Eber. 2sTwo sons were born to Eber: the 
name of the first was Peleg, for in his days the 
earth was divided; and the name of his brother 
was Joktan. 26 Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, 
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 
2sobal, Abimael, Sheba, 29Ophir, Havilah, and 
Jobab; all these were the descendants ofJoktan. 
30Their settlements extended from Mesha as far 
as Sephar, the hill country to the east. 31 These 

their wickedness. They have not been iden-
tified, but their most likely location is in the area 
now covered by the southern extension of the 
Dead Sea below the Lisan. 

whll Otherwise unknown. Rabbinic com-
mentators identified it with Callirrhoe, a site of 
hoc springs near the eastern shore of che Dead Sea. 

THE SHEMITES (vv. 21-31) 

21. llJJ the descmdtlnts of Eber Eber, al-
though he is che fourth generation from Shem, 
receives special mention here because he is the 
ancestor both of Israel and of a variety of peo-
ples with whom Israelite history is linked: Ara-
mcans, Ammonites, Moabices, Midianices, .the 
lshmaelitc tribes, and Edomices. 

22. Elmn The ancient name for modern 
Khiizcscan in southwestern Iran in the Iranian 
Plateau case of Babylon and northeast of the 
Persian Gui[ Its capital was Susa, the biblical 
Shushan of Esther I :2-5. Elam is the most east-
erly country in the Table of Nations. 

Auh11r The city of Asshur on the Tigris in 
Upper Mesopotamia gave its name to the 
surrounding territory, which became known as 
Assyria . 
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Arp,uhsh,u/ A tradition from Second Tem-
ple times connects this name to the ancestor of 
the Chaldcans, an Aramean tribe that inhabited 
the desert regions berween northern Arabia and 
the Persian Gulf. 

L,u/ Possibly Lydia, a region on the west 
coast of Asia Minor. 

Ar•m It is unclear whether this term applies 
here co a specific tribe or to the wider confed-
eration of Aramean tribes that were western 
Semites. 

23. descendants of Aram Of the four sub-
divisions of Aram, only Uz is known from 
sources outside the Bible. Sec Gen. 22:21 and I 
Chron.1:17. 

25. Peleg Possibly in Syria. His descendants 
are listed in Gen. 11:18-28. The name can 
mean "water channel" and may refer to an area 
ofland watered by irrigation canals. 

the etlrth Will divided Traditionally, this 
has been taken as a reference to the confusion of 
languages and the dispersal of mankind de-
scribed in the next chapter. The "dividing of the 
earth" may also refer to the development of agri-
culture by irrigation canals, some historic split 
up of tribes, or even an earthquake. 
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a.re the descendants of Shem accord" th . mgto eir 
clans and languages, by their lands d" 
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to thcir nations. 
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HThese are the groupings of Noah's descen-
dants, according to their origins by th . , eir na-
tions: and from these the nations branched out 
over the eanh after the Flood. 
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11 Everyone on earth had the same lan-
guage and the same words. 2And as they mi-
grated from the east, they came upon a valley in 
the land ofShinar and settled there. 3They said 

noi:c il~o/ r:i~;:y-,;, ,ry?,1 ~' 
C"JiR.7? C~t;'~f ,iJ?,P :C,JIJ~ C"'J~11 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL (11:1-9) 
The generation afrer rhe Flood proves co be our 
of harmony wirh God, who musr rhen embark 
on a new effort ro fulfill divine purposes on 
earth. 

THE MAKING OF BABEL (vv. 1--4) 

I. Everyone on earth This and rhe follow-
ing verses emphasize repeatedly rhe involvement 
of all humankind in the offense. This point is 
vical ro 1.he proper understanding of this narra-
tive, which closes the second universal epoch in 
human hisrory. Ir indicates chat humankind is 
srill rebellious against God, having learned 
nothing from the past. 

the same IAnpage Belief in an original uni-
versal human language seems to have been cur-
rent in ancient Sumer as well . The Bible here 
portrays 1he disrup1ion of communication be-

CHAPTER 11 

Com manded to disperse and settle the earth, 
Noah's descendants insist on clustering in 
one area. Commanded to submit to the will of 
God they se t out to make a name for them-
selv~s. T he story of the Tower of Babel see~s 
Inspired by the Babylonian temple to-;vers (z~g-
gura ts ). Can we sense here the Torahs amb1v-
•lence about large cities, with the anonymity, 
crime a.nd lack of neighborli ness they repre-
sent! O r its suspicion that technology, the cele-
bnnion of human ingenuity, will often lead t_o 
Idolatry, people worshiping the work of then 
own hands? 

tween human beings as having been the conse-
quence of humankind's deliberate disharmony 
wichGod. 

2. mip-ated Humankind is seen as having 
been nomadic afrer che Flood. 

from the eat That is, from the vantage 
point of Canaan. 

a valley The flat alluvial plain in southern 
Mesopotamia between the Tigris and che Eu-
phrates rivers. 

Sbinar Sec Comment co Gen. l 0: I 0. A sim-
ilar tradition is preserved by the ancient histo-
rian Berosus, whose story of the Mesopota-
mian flood also has the survivors first going co 
Babylon. 

there The Hebrew word "sham," repeated 
five times, directs our attention co the crucial 
importance of che site. 

One writer distinguishes between "moun-
tain cultures," which see the heart of the world 
in wilderness, revering nature and adapting to 
it, and "tower cultures," for whom the essence 
of the world is the city and the human-made 
environment, stripping the sense of awe from 
nature and attaching it to the social and tech-
nological order. Egypt, land of pyramids and 
treasure cities, will be a tower culture. Israel, 
from Mount Sinai to the Temple Mount, will 
be largely a mountain culture. The people of 
the Tower of Babel are a pre-eminent example 
of a tower culture. Although human beings 
have done many wonderful things to reshape 
their environment, there is always the danger 
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