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17 prepared foryou.,!?Yop ,shalh:ibserve the [Feast 

of] Unleavened Bread, f~r on this· very, day-I 
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brpughtyour ranks out of the land ~f.pgypt; ypu 
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shall observe this day throughout the ages as .an 
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institution' for all time. 1s1n 'the first month, 

from the fourfeenth day ot the .rrldnth at eve­

ning,, y9u shal(eat unleavened bread Until the 

twenty,-fir$t ~.ay of the month at evening. 19No 

l~aven, shall. be found in your houses for st.;ven 

day~. For whoe~er eats what is leavened, that 
person shall be cut offfr6m the corilmunity,of 

Israel, whether he' is a stranger oi: a· citize·ii 'of 

the· country. 20You shall eat nothing leay.t:J!ed; 

in all your settlements you shall e~t~unle~vened 
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bread. · 

21Moses then summo~ecf all the elders ofls­

r~el ..;d s~id to them, "Go, pick out l~bs.for 

your families; and slaughter the pas1,over &·ffer­
ing. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the 
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as do Shabbat and the D~y of Atgn;meiit. Henc;e .1 ,<!ffiong the p1e9ele l,s,rael .. Ljke his Israelite neigh­
the -preparation of food• on those :festiv,if'days is bor, '.he is requi~ed t~ ~bst~i'n (rom possessing 
permitted, exempted from the prohibition against ': leaven for' ilii$' • obe week, -oetause 'its rpresence 
li bor: within the closely knit community interferes with 

17. The rationale for this springtime festival the ability of others to fulfill their religious obli-
is now given.• · ., · ' · ' - r -r , ·! ,+ gation. Only ,the'ls'.raelite, however, has the duty 

You-shall. observe the (Feast of]' 'Uiileaveke'd· to eat matzah. 
Bread Understanding the phrase ''u-sh'martetn. 
etha-matzot"(Iiterally, "guarcl the-matzot"·) 1ri-this 
way is based on the next phrase.:......"on· this :very 
day"-'which takes the word "matzot"to irieah the 
fesdval (Jfag ha-Matzot). (For a 'par-allel-passage;' 
see23:15.) - · 

I brought Better: "I am bringing." , 
,18. · As specified in ~v. 23:32, the duration 

of all festivals is from evening to evening. 
19:astranger·: Th~'Hebrewwordgeris a for­

eigner who has taken up perman·ent- residence 

17. observe the [Fea~t of] Unleavened Bread 
Literally, "guard the matzot" (pl, of•matzah), 
Traditional postbiblical Jewish interpretation 

- '!: " ,, t. ~ 

~STRUCUONS FOR.THE PpSAJf, 
ARE RELAYED (YrV. 71 ..... 28) 

Moses conv~ys 'to the · people the divinely given 
instruc~ions ·and· supplements -them with some 
clarifications. ' 

21. Go, pick out- Either selectJa Iamb from 
your flock or purchase 6fi~. · · · 

~2. a bunch of hyssop · Al brushlike P!anc, 
This explains how the ·directive -0f 'verse 7 is co 
be carried out.'Tliree of.tlie liyssbp's thin, woody 

·e 
takes this to mean that one should superY1

5 

the process of malting matzot, to ensure that no 
ferme1,1tation occurs at any stage. 

HALAKHAH L'MA·ASEH j ' 

12:19. No leaven sltall be found ~ BV°catist~lisp6'sing offoods prohib -~ d, . p , • ~ . : fi cial har4· 
ship, Jewisb-Jiaw perl)lits· food •tQ::berstored .away.~in,the home of th I e on esa~ _coµld unpose nduratioll of 
Pesa~ it is neitp,e.r st;en not1}1~$~ ~I!£ itsi?'11J,e1i~~p,js transfer-red; ~ ~wne~ pr0V1d:~1tllatsf9~,the· (M'kJi.irat 
Jfametz) can be arranged through a rabbi. AU fpods p~ohibited 'd' t~ ,a ,, 11 Jhf~l I:ms ~aj~r~f.hd,.t!f'f{fus manner 
must be disposed of before the holiday; otneiwiscf>Jtne"y' fnay . ~~bmg . ,esd~., ~at_ ~r~ t;~ ·ti~! .iW h .avar a/av 
ha-Pesah). , · n? e use after Pesa,:, ('~ametz s e 
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blootl that is fu ·the basin, · arid apply-some of 

the ,blood that is in-1:,he basin to· the lintel and 

to the two d~<?rposts. None. of Y<;>~ shall go out­

side 'the door of his house ~ntil morning: 23for 

when _t?e LoRo goes_f?~~~gh to smit_e the Egyp­

tians, ·He will see the blood on the lintel and 'the 

two doorposts, and the Lo Rri will pass over the 

door and nQt let the .Qestroy~:r enter .and smite 

your home., 

24"Y ou shall obs~rve this as an institution for 

all time, . for ym/ ~d for y~u; desce~dants. 

2sAnd when y~1f e~ter the land that the LORD 

will give you, as He has promised, you shall ob­

serve this rite. ·26.AI\~:l when yoljr _children ask 

you, 'What <;lo yo-y. mean-~y this rite?' 27you shall 

~ay, 'It is the passovey sa~crifice to the LOJ.lD, be-
• I , ; 

cause He passed over the houses of the Israelites 
) - ~ ~ t ~ 

in Egypt when He~ smote the Egyptians; ·but 

saved our houses."' 

The people then bowed low in homage. 28And 

the Israelites went and did so; 'just as tHe LORD 

had c;ominand~d M~~es and Aaron, so th~_Y.. <li4. ' 
I :I 
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br~ches m_ake.an i·d~ applicator. I~ is often used 

in rites of purification. . . . 
None ... shall go outside On_ this night of 

danger-and vigilance~'the Israelites would be most 
secure inside their homes. 

the observance of Passover appears in the account 
of.the wilqem~ss wanderings until after the cross­
ing of the riyer Jo.rd~, as r~mrded in J o~h. 5:2-12-: 

ll;S He has, pn,mi!ed ·-To th!! patnarchs. See 

23. Destroyer Th,e plague, although pe.rson-, 
ified, is not an independent demonic being. It can 
operate only within the limits set by God . . 

24. b h '. Ramban-. notes that this re-
. o s~e t. t$ , . ffi . not 

fers to the slaughter of pie passover o ermg, 

to the daubing of ,the blood. th -
1 25. when you enter th,: land Apart fromd e 
1 b . h fi • ary of the Exo us, ce e ratton on t e rst ann,(vers · . f 

as described in Nu~. 9:1-5, no further mentt0n ° 

. k u Thisis 26. when your children as yo . . f 
the origin of the familiar ' Seider cuStom 0 

having the children present ask the Fhouhr 
Q · this paras a 

uestions. Three reference~ lil d another 
to telling the story to our children an d h 
· , · the Hagga a 
lil Deuteronomy gave rise to d 13·8 

hildr Exo us · Passage about the Four C en. · ") em-
("And you shall explain ·to your son 

Comment to Exod.- 6:8. · , 
26-27.- The -_ritual, -also serves a .,pedagogic 

function. Its, oddities arollc5e the curio~ity of c,hil:­
dren, presenting an opportunity to teach ~e_se 
traditions to the young. ..,,, · 

our houses The passage of time never dimin­
ishes the significan~~ of the event§. The -nation:tI 
culture is nurtured by. thei_r memory and by th~1r 
repeated re-enactment, a theme l~ter stressed m 
the Pesa/; Har,gadah. 

hasizes the parent's role in infor:°1ing c~­
~en evea if ·they do not ask, g~anng our m­
f rmation to the child's capacity for under­
s~anding. It is better to encour~ge childr~n to 
ask questiens while they are still at home and . 

arents and teachers can respond to them, 
~han to wait lJ.lltil others ca1:1se them ~o doubt 
and question. 
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· ~?In the hliddle~of tlie •night the 'toRo struck 
4myn;:~ the-,fu;st-bom in·Jµe }andcof Egypt, 
froin the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the • { • ~ • : ' • • ' • ~ I._ I ,._ • 

throne to the first-oom of the captive who was 
in the" db.~g~dn, and all the fir~t-b~rr{ 6f th~ cat­
tle. 30And Pharaoh arose ih the riight; with 'an 
his ' ~ourtiers· andr all the. Egyptiarts~ because 
th~re_ ~as a.lou~ cry in Egypt; for ,th~rf was po 
h~u~~ ~µ.er_e there ,wa~-n.ot s9171eAne de'½d.· 3..1 He 
summon~d Moses ~nd-~a~P,?.1. i1;1, t~e night .. and 
said, t'Up~ depart from among my people, you 
and the Israelites with you! Go, worship the 
LORD as you said! 32Take also your flocks and 

◄ 
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i,i:v7;1, ~~~130 ·: illtD~ · "'i\;?· r;·;n .,,~iJ 
,pr;n 0~1¥:p-i,~1 ,,,;,.~-'?~1 x~ry n7~7 
,w~ n~i ,,~-,;;, 011¥~~-il,·,i ·np;~ 
i~0~7i '. illfb7 ~XlP~J 31 . . : n; ti!P:·,~~ 
~~\l ',~~--,i~l))?_ ~X¥. ~r.l,,~ ,,~x~1 ii?~? 
thf Jj~~ ii~i?,~ ~~1tv~ -~~ro~_ or,~ 
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your herds, as you said, and begone! And may - . _.;_,,·.- :·:: . :in·.K ,. 
you bring a blessing upon me also!" iilr.l7 0 ,,¥;:t~',~ .~ tl~1¥'?_ _ i'XQ~133 33The Egyptians urged-the peQple,:on; impa- -· · .,. - : ,,_,., '- · -· _ L ·L +.: . t t ,;.; r .~-i:~t.!1 ., ·1·11 ·, -i ,~tl i'l 1 1rl f!1 "_t 'C ' h ":. : oinr.l u,~ ~'1>:lX ,~ V1Xil lr.l on;1W l uen · o uave u1e~ ... ~~~S. ~e-coun.~ry, 1or t ~y ., .,;" .... ,'T, -:, ~ : -~ <: ,. 1 .''"T T ._ · ':. : - : • « _,, ,. ~•l} ,, ,, ,._, ,,,_,,·.~;!' !a \• , .... , ' t '' 1V):lfp·' ''bit, 't,~::1-r,x . Ol1.il XWlll34 said, w~ .. ~hall.aJl\:>.~-dead,:At~p;thept <;>pletook ' ' I " T: ! ,','fl ' ' ;h , ·.; .1~" :_ : W r, , ' ;'!•· T i( JT ' - 11, 

their dough·!J~fore it was le~vened; theit kh~ad- · -1 O~=i)W~7~ op77?l?'f n·71J. OJ;l1~lpl;l -• • .\. - , 'l " - .. , _., •o •. ' ~1 •• ·,'· ., ~ ' t.\ •-jl• j -cc• ·• •'\h• · r ing bowl~.# ap ped ii;i tn~i~ ~\?i~.?PR,Il '!~~fr-,;::;~i,l$'Vht~hip.:b/ :1;~~~ ~VI¥ -'~1o/·~~,~~~ 35 
shoulder-s.3?Thel~ra,elite_s_haddope,¥,oses'bid_ .. !f· ":: ri7n~~-.::l.Hr r~',:3f -~b:rY,~ ; oi-,ytn:J ding and~botrowed fr,orri. the Egyptian}'dBjectf 1 _~' > ; i,;: T! , : ,:nu, . 'TT) !' ":·~1= ' _~h a·, . , .. .-= ·. - ' .,_- :i, ; : 

'\ i ·:• - I - .J-' ' . h ·· 1 ~~ , ~-; .. ,{~~· tJ1 .t, ....... ,~ I_ -~::- . ---.~ !., ! ,, 
••· i. • tr:l j.h 

·1 ~ :,r-• ., ' ·• ., • ;rJ'•_, 1 ~-► ,_1 l t,_ • ~ •"i' •~ T~NTH PLAGUE (makkatb:th'!rf t.) . ',(vv. 2?-36), ing d 0:28) .- ~-'r ·. ¥.~ J~r ~their ' ~i~sing, :ill ul~'. > ;;~ , 1 h':ii.· · ·,? "'\i\ . . ~ ·1. --~0 .,,, ~" ,)· t.~ ~fe ,h~m~J,ing :act. : ,.. .. , ,·--,~ -~ , .. . · 4Jl .f.!ie, p,r~Pt1".~ti~,ns~IJ.iveJ~~e~ -~orp.,plf iffiJ, 1br: ·i,Ai.'.1lrr,aelf~ ,P_haraoh uses:,this,te;rm for F.4~ Sf~ds set f9; ~.~ ~li_w~ti~ :R~W,f, ~ ~js:p:,-~~@ srt, fiw ~~w~,.,m~reh)A 3:~!~t gr~ti~g reFog~itioi;i_ t<:/, cure th~ release1_9-f~ h1lsra~litJs.fr~~ b~ridagr., ~ fJN.~~l~t~s_.~ :3. 1pfit~oQ~,Lel).titr,:(The narra,uve The T qrah recogl).jzes,. th~~ ifA~ fµtire, Egyp~i~ J qf!h~ op,eress~~µ ~pened wirh: qiis,term (~: 1), ~ d_ people is subjec~tqjuqgtji,entfor_havi~~ t9lerated np;w closes ,with it'. ., , . _ . _ 
~e perverse will of ~liaraoJ1., . . ' ' -: .~ ' :~,; b,efo~'r,}t. .~~ 'fe.q.1/ei!e.4 _) n v; rse ~9 ;f8i_s 

PHARAOH SURRENDERS' (vv. '30-'.32) . ·t qot~1 is . am.plifi~<:t.i1_1, s,uch ,?: -,W~Y. as ro _.prov:1_dei 
a clear explanation for the eating of matzot on The king nimself has fo rise during the night, ·Passover. A similar reasori is given' in Deut. 16:3. 

there~y ~dding to 1:Jli~3 -pu.µi~li?-tipQ at having to ~eca\lse_ #ie eat.i,ng,~of the 'rrratzo,t,W¥ or4ained 
surrenqer uncoqs.fujonally r~ M~se{ dema11c4_. ang _.presuma,~ly; s~t'r~~d~,9}lt r!~tfor.e . t.h.e 11:Qth, By summq{!.ing ,M9ses an.<;l Aargn, he mus,t re-. plague struc~ (V:,t ~); .. ths~p,r<;<,eW.: rationa)J ~ }1st tract the arrogant-threat; ,mad<; ,?-t .~ei_r last meet:-, ~e a reinterpretatioµ :of ~,-,pr~;:-e?{ist~11g pr;ic~!~e, 

' - ( • : , .. 1 

, 35. ~e silver and.&old ~ ;x~nj ~ot lent) by 
the Egyptians cons\itutea a protest against the. • • ,.. • I • l l l ••J; . I . ' \l 

policies of the royal tyrant. They ~emonstrated a renewal of , public. conscience. Simiiar gift~· . • . l Ji • ,' ~ l ·' • ' , A • ,, ' ' ! \I\, • ',Vf~e given to. ~he J~~ s l~aving Babylonia !Ore-
~ t.o Ju~<t,~ (Ezr~ L4), Had the Israelite~,lj:!ft 
Egypt ~th nothing ~ te r so_.many years of ~uf­
fering, the hatred in their hearts toward the • j,, _ , • ' . I - ,I/ .l: Egyptians woulcl have been never ending. Tlie 

T~_rah. 'Vant~d 1\h~ ·Egyi)t~an · pe6p~e ~W ,~~-~d 
tp.e'iy. off.w~tp.gifW:.~<>,thatir,woµ,M?~.ea_si~rf~r, 
the Israelites to fulflll the mitzvab yo1;1 ,sp~­
not:;biw~ ~ Egypti~"]bJiif.'2'.ft8.). (T}µs cof;; 
mehtis hy Bepµol ~c?~;whc/~as bq1;11 andgr:7 
u~-~ Germ~1'Y .µid ha~.t? es~a,pe to ED;~l~~-~d 
ter ,t~~. Nazis ca,n;i.e ,t~ '. po;w~r . .- He u~derst~ to 
tha~ ~J:i~ PUIJ?O_se, of} p e c.oll)m~ dmen~ "'.\d 

1
-

cleanse our memory of bitterness and hatr · 
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of silver and gold, and clothing: ,3.6And the Loin 
had:dispo~e4· ti:ie EmtJa;11s·•favora,b,ly toward 
the peop\e, aµd th~y letthel;Il have their request; 
thus they s!ripp~_<l' th~ :Egyptians,r . ., · ·. ' 

' I( . 0~1¥~ ~~.,~~ -n~;:t u:r-n~-:p:q · illil~l 36 

!J . ·:"tl"1Yr.rn.K ,r,=Yl"i· o,,1<w1J, • 1T:" ••• 1,,.;-:1- /) 0
:--

. irn':tio . oo~.Yin · ',.K'1W"'°.,j:J ~11o'i 37 
T . ft ••• 1.:.:. j : ., : - .. . :1•,• T : • . 1•• : S: ! • - . 

,;7The-lsraelite,s journeyed fi-~~;R~rr{e·s~f io 
Succoth:•about six-hundred thousand ·meti dn 
foQt, _asidffrom.:Childr~n.. 3~Mor~o~er, 'a mixed 
multitu~e wen.~ up \Mth the~,\ 8:_nd v~ .m:~19h 
liv~stoc~, ?~~ ~~cks an1 herd~ .. 3\~Aqd r:th~y 
bake~ unleavene1 _ca!<~s~of t4~ ~o~ghthat-~b~y 
had taken oiifofEgypt, for it was riot1

leaven~d ' , 

,;i ?, ; P""J;i~o "7.?-1 - t-i?~ n,x~-w..w:p· 
•l.K.¥:1- l;Jf;1~. i.1?¥, :i-J :1_7}.7-q~1 ~s .: ~W~ ' . . : ',t; r,~-, ,~.K."1;39 .. :,~-)? ,.#'-~ ,-jl~~i?l? ij?;i,! 
· l11¥Y:J r,~~ c~j¥~~ ,1<.,~1i1 '"itp~ P*-~iJ 
l~,;,~'. -~71 c~i¥~~ ,·µ,.t7l-~~ \'P.~ x7 ·,;;, 
L ' l ' ; ? • • ' , ~ ·, '. • • . : tlilr, iu,y-x, i11Y"".Cli rt~h~nilr, ~ • • • .... • •:: T ~. .J 1 T ( • ~ \.T u _- - ! • - u : ';' : • ,: 

since they:~ad--beeh·':drive_fi ·o'ifr of.3Egypt itid . ,t .. • ' 

could not delay;' iJ,or hfill {h~y prepare~ any,pio­
visi~n.s for themselves. 

..,.- .. 
THE EXODUS (vv. 37~2) cattle and-herds acfos.$·:the S.ea of Reeds-with the ; ,._ ' j / -.' . -~ C : f= ~ C -'.\ i'-:_ ·-; Egypt~an ~h,ariots._ in. hot p1,1rs~it. In resp~mse tQ· " - ' . ~7. ~~es . !~i~ cio/ f-~ed as thf ~se~~ly r, µiese pr6ble~s, ·it ii~' been stigg~ted ili.~i: t!Je lje:. 

1

' 'i - -~ i) pomt for the,depar~mg Israelft~s. See C?mmenF brewwotde/ifi'ilsuallyrefidered "thousiHd/ liete _, . to l=ll• · \0 :. ,. r- ... . ~·\·,:.~ . :: .,.-;' iJJ ::.l:i-"·; µieans :::sl;in~ o.r';m~t it~~ig~ifi~ a sw~ ·qiilj~~ ',,L 
_S~foth 4 ·on.e da(~ j?li~~~f ~~o;~ ,~e,{o!.f ,.~ ;~nit-· ~ ~l~~ber,_?{ fi~~t}~~:!Il.~? l~~ie~ from:-,.r, ,: palace at ~ ~s. q'his proh;ibly W.;:lS •the ~It~--· each tnoe. Another theory construes· the total · · kn~ym, ¥ Tj~~~,in Egyptian,.;µie fcapita)ef..µie, t p.umbev;i 'envisaging-~.thi israditchpophlaHon at _,. ·. , eightli prov1nce of Lower EID1J~ in the

1 
eastern.pair'· -ihe clpie,,_9fi ~ei '.'~:J!:~4~~re5a;~ "'hich~ t,tl.minated· .< : , ;-,, of the delta. The region is known to have served with the completion of the Temple by King Sol- · as pasture land for Semitic _tribes and w~ the omon: 600,000 adult males would be a realistic Egyptian gateWai' fo 'an1l:-frotrf&i~. : <,:: If ' t:· . s'tadstic for Jtha:t'petibd." ·\ \h:,· ' :-i 

Six __ hundred thous(l-nd ·:_womep, c~ildrfn,1 31!, , a ,,,~ed multitude Varied groups _of and the elderly 'ire riodriduded. fhis'rii.imber·of fare~~: la~.?~e_r~ ·seehr t~ 'have· taken advintage of ineii on foot _would :m~an tfiere wah to~ Israelitr the ~onfused 'sltu,a~bn .it].tl•~ ed the c'q'untry with. populatfon: ~f more than two '.rliillioh.c The dts'tetn1 the-Israelites~ N 6te :th'at,tlitHe&r~ word 't_rabs:, pari: of-the Nilcr delta· or ihe 'pbithsiila, bf Si'naP l;ited-i c\S "m~ed m:ulifruclf ~(~ireii)" is 'frdrh the coqld not sustain such a vast poptilatib~wi~ waii same root- {:J.'131) 'as the' plagvi ljrl -~: 17,! suggesting ~e,r ;md food, not to1riie'iit:ion the'logi~tics,'i'i{v:olved the rabbinic tradition tli.afthese people were a nraL ~ moving two million peop{e'togei:Hefwidi ~eif jor source.of~~ tf<?Hbks _iJt ~~ ~R_s;rt ... , . , • 1 • ,• i_• :·~'. 
1 

r ~. ..., .. i • • ,VJ~.. ' .'. i 

This· practic~ ·of-the· Egyptiatis· sending th~ 
~~raelites off ~ith ·guts\ )f, gold ·an4 jewels a1f 
ti~ipat~s•·the laW'c!J~eut. ' 15 :13-)✓ that one· 'who! 
frees a'siave must 'hot s·end lli.ni bf her away 
empty handed. According-- to the Midrash, 
ther~ were three kinds of peopie among the. 
Egypti:in.s. 'O'n~ tlilicf~ anteci to 'keep thJ 'I~!t 
w~l~~ ~s f~tayes: They ,di.trd. 1¥ th~} fa~e( :t se~ond"gr' 'oti l,\ . , ·,-;~ id far~el's btd for)iber,a:.: f , _ P. suppoJ.l,e, , .,, "· , .. , 
lO~ ap.~' rose iilre\i'-bh \~gains~· P1!~~~f~ t~~~--born p'•o··r· ' I;: ru··. ,; , f•' lV ' I t''h J ;,:!,gyp· , thins who -· i, • 1c1es. ese were . e I! . -, · •-

g~ve Is:rJel 1golci'1silver j ilid' jewels'~~-'th~Y,il'~-e~, 
Pate~ to leav(/Their 0 ~'lending',; thes~ .#~§ to 
tpe Israelites' ~a~ ·p~.ii of the public· 'nature of ~ J"' .1 ,11 ! . \ , ... t I I ( , I .Jl-' 

die ---Exodus:· The 1Jraelites -did not s~eak out 
furtively:: urlaet i covetL of'i~me'ss. 'K rthlid' 
groiip of Egyptian~ celebra:tetl~tlie Pes'al;i. with: 
Isfae1· and then-left:-with· thehi; as-we read (v. 
38), -"a mixed multitude went up with them" 
(E;Xc;>d._ R. ~~;8J. ,, . , 0,. '· ,Tc 'I).- ; . __ . 

I~~: ~~r-~'fl tfi,er prepp:~a:,., They -thad J~o 
~ee,~s\~_p_re~~~Jpr t~-~-~~d~ti~.:poe~.:~his sug• -
ges[ a 9ettajrt 13:~k o~ tonfi.~ence that God 
would iii '£~ct redeem them?~ 0~ Uoes; it ·reflect 
the slav~s'' irt1entaliij'of Jiving Ha·f tel day ancl 
rt~t pl,arining f<?( t~e hit%~( i>e~p.~pi

1Wtestili~~­
fotheir faith,' willing to"match 'futo ithe"dese:rf 
\9{thciut having prep~ed food •in'aavatlce. · · .r; 1 · ~ - ._r:_;,. , -"!\ : ~ • ' • • 

38~ 
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: \ tOThe length;' of-time ·that the Istaelites lived 
in ~-gyp~~"VaS four ~und.red and thirty years; 4lat 
the e11d of the four.hu.ndred and thirtieth year, •• ,I,, • ~ ~ ~ I f ~ \.: 

t~ the. very day, all the ran.ks_ ~f the LORD de-
p~rt~d from the land of Egypt. 42Tliat was lor 
the· LORD a .rtight uf\tigil to bting them out of 
the land of Egypt; th'af same:night i~ the Lo RD' s, 
<?l!~~f vigil for all the children oflsrael through-

. ' 
<;mt .me ~ges. 

f' ., • I 

. 43The LORD said to 'Moses and Aaron: This 
is the law of the·passover offering:-·Noforeigri~r 
shall'eal of it~ 44Bµt any shiv~ a mah.has bouglit 
may ~at of it once he has been circumcised. 45N o 
bound or hired laborer shall eat of it. 46lt shall 
be eaten1m··one''hou~~; you shall not take•any · 

-ff ~\ ,r\1.: • J•/(c .. ,J 1. ' \ i ' ·! ,i- L i "" f' .11''> of the flesp Ql,ltside the..lfouse; nqr .shall. yot( _ . · .. . 1, • ; ~· ,. 1 ·'- • t. · , : 

x:i :ii n,~u., 

c~:Pf~f '~'P~ iw~ 7~lif'~ ~~:;i 'jw,r.n 4o 

' 11;j7141 : i1~o/ n1~,;l l1~7~1 i1~tp n,w,w 
,;,n~'P n1~);l l1~7~1 i1~lp tJ?yi?tp 'yp,~ 
,,,~:;i~~:?f. '~¥~ i1f iJ C1~iJ b~~~ . ,ft,, 
x,ii c,1~w r,,7. .42 : c~1¥~ r,~-~ ilj~; 
~x,~. c~J¥~ Yl~l;l · c~,¥1i17 i11il,~ 
· :Jf-r,~7 c,J~W i11i1,? l1!iJ i17;1iJ 

n : nn,·,r, ,x,w, 
, IT : \.00 T ! • 

• • • ) , 
j ' 

,,r,~·r . ~,.,0~1;. i1Jp'll~~~-: 'nli1; 1~X~143 
: 1f 7Q-X~~-~7 1~J-1~-!,f nQ}}iJ·' I1P-Q 
,r,x i1f;l7~' 119~-n~i?~ u;,~ ,~~-r,~, 44 

-7:Jx·,-x, ,,:Jtvi ::iw,r-i 4s : ,::i 7:n(, r.K 
- j '.· , 1,,.• T : • t · .JT \ I - .J \.T ~,y,n-xS' 7:JX, ''',nx n~::l~ 46 : 1::1 s• . , •• T •• T "." •~- ! I 

_, ~ I'' - .: ' .1 / ... 

ofl'ibefation, ·~d fr·~~ stressed"<?nce ag~n at 'the 
mdmetil of.th-e-'silccessful fulfillment of that mis-siort~·.t f_ ., - , : _ _ • ! .... ~., ;-i . " ) .,. _. 

· 4~1~ · - 'fliis-·liistorical tummatiori Hoei nM 
a'.c(;drd1~itetis~ly with :flie- '40O years rof::iEgyptiah 
<?PPi:.~io.n,~fedicted1ln Gerl?-1 , ;'Et B~~hap~that\ 
~9ii,n~i:'hufuber. ~~.iits~division lhto· neatlr¥Yin- · . 43. foreigner ·, ;fhe · Hebrew ter~ ~en-nekhar ~~tri~ periods of ~ime-as explaine4 .... hy"~6!11e refers to a non-Israelite ,who reside~:iH•the land of•tlie •fabbis and medieval- corhfnentators-!..:are temporarily;•l!Sually -for~p~rpo

1

ses· of coiririlerce. intended''fo-be rhetori:cal 'rather'than literal; i.e:'; He.does n~t profess the·religioh·c,qsrael and does they-!tuiderfaie' ~ ~:hiblkal-·ca'ncepf of ~ist<>rf as nbt-iclentify wi#l-thYcommuhify1~ historical ex­the· fulfillment of1C6'd1s<;:design. In1 the·worldview perien~es: _He is; tlietefor<!, exempte~ ftem the re­of the Bible/ history is not a series'of disconnectedi ligious ~ bligations' 'and testrictibrls 1imposed ,on and haphazard incidents. Israefites. · · · r' j, ,, ~ ~ . -; 1 • · , ' . 1, r • 
~. T4e_fin~ nigh~jn Egypt, the night.9f re- . 41_. _ _ Once_ the priy~~ely QW1-!~d sl~ve i~ cir­demption, is described as one of vigil for both cumcised (per the law of ~en. 17:12-13) he is God,andrtheJlsraelites)' . ' ,:,.,L: C\ / ' tre~ted as;a ,n1efuber.of,th'e 1famil:yi:and!may:pai:-

g rr·"'.rf!i, ?. I•''' ,..... ·, _ <,·, ,._ ;, . - ticipatefullyinthepaschaloffering::fhelinkb~-~iY~19~~y RE~pµi:ioN~: •~ ~yv. 43.-4?) cween,Passovfer:artd,titeufucision is,also .fourtd 10 
'fliis 'final section has its -'Qw;n" title: ·'Ther Law. Josh. -5, ii. com'patlfon-to this.passage des~gnated· of;fiie.1Fassdver Offering."·It largdy defihes·whb. as 1the,haftdrah-for thd',firkday, o:f Pesa(}. •,r ]~·:­
is inefigiblb to>celebrate·tlie festival. rr'he primary/ : 45l'hound or hired ·Iii.borer.,'· These are rwo emphasisiis,,oh· thtfTpr~ctice of circumcision. As categories of non-Israelite wage :earhers ·wh~ do therph.ys1tahoketr:0f God's coverian.t and a symLi not have the-status ·of members of adfouseliold. bol: of commitment to -aulifil-lived· .. :jn the full ·· •'46:-inonehouse ' Thi'slogicallyc;ohn~ttsWirh awateness of that covenant,-it kthe indispensable- the-preceding;verses, which' sttes·s that onl?'?1ose 
Prerequisite for males who wish!..• tb -partidpate included' within ·a household -may' participa~e. · I l re in the paschal offering. This requirement was None may leave the house because !very_ srae ~ forcefully expressed in 4:24-26, when Moses set must be accounted for and pJepared when th~ sig­
out to return to, Egypt to commence his. mission nal is given to depart. · 
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break. a bone of i~·: 47>The whole· comm.tinity <!>f 

Isr~et s~!lll offe:i; 1t, 48If a stranger \Vho dwells 

~th yo~ ;w:~ul~ offer the passover to the i~~D, 
a1i his ~al~s ~.1!~! ~e circumcised; then h~ ~ball 

be admittecl' to offer it; he sh.all then be··~s ~ cit­

izen of the. coimtry. But no uncircumdsed per­

son·may eal,of it. 49The~e shall be one Iaw,t6r 

tqe -citizen ~nd for the st;ranger who dwells 

amongyou. · 

t(J ::i,. ·n,r.1w 390 

· x7 °¥¥1 · nr~r:i ,g;~iJ.i11;l · n~iltr-11;1 
f~o/~~ r,t(1o/~ n,~ .. r,f.47;,1': t;i-1,~wn· 

'1Q~ ilo/¥1. ,~·}·~r;rl'.( ·1,~it·,;,1 ·4s :·,i,,··x 
' j II • t, 

:l')p~ !~1 ,~r-r,:J ,r, · ,1~n ''hin,, 
: •• • f Tj ~ Tr , , J l J , • ( ,· ] T , , '!"' 

•rr,)1/-r,~1 Yl~v liiJT~~. · ni~1 ,t;u,~~ 
. n:n~? n~.~' titt~ r1J1r-l 49 •; , 9 r,~x·~-x~ 

1 
'; • i ·: O:J:J1l1::l 1lil ,1 r,,-

1•.• ; ! .IT - \."" - ! 

so~d all the Israelites did so; as the Lo Rn had 

commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 

n,n, illY ,titx.'.:l r,x,w, ,J::i-r,.'.:l .. ~WY!!i so 
:IT! ST• ••• - : - n•• T! • J .. ! T 1,,. -:i--

SI'fnat very day the-LORD freed'-the ':Israelites 

fr<?m the land: o( Egypt, tfoop by trb.op: ~ ; 

1 ~ : :~o/1/ l~J)P~~!J~.1.. nw·~-n~ 
,Plr;. ~.,¥,.0 . rt!,.iJ ~ 01~0, .. O.¥,}'f . ,rr7.1 s1 

, -,~ tl~'J¥~ rn~~-. ~~,tr-1~ ·~~f-n~ 
~- ,- i 

· :. • .,r • r' • · • n · : tlli.K:lY ,17,::iw 
IT : • 

l· . ~ .. ,, -, . 
. . . .... - f ,..~- .... 1...... . ~- J 

_ break a bo!,,e Presu.tp.ably; to , sue~· out 'th-e requirfg to celebrate P~sa.~; _,bu~ i~fh:,ey d~ire4 to , .. 

marrow. · "i :; j , , •' • ;do so, and thus identify themselves and their fam-

48-49. These instructions relate to the situ- ilies w'ith the · nationai ex~erie«~J 6ffsrael, the . .,. 

ation envisaged above in verse 25. Strangers in an- men first had to undergo the rite of circumcision. 

cient J~r;tel .enj9yed. numen;>4$ ! igfus. and privi~ I;ic!-ving.done $0, no.disc.riminati9n'hetw~en.tjrem 

leges, .. ~u~Ji .. e5 we-benefit$,9f Sf!abb,atrest, µie pro- and citi~ps was all.owed . . At:i -up.circumcised. 

tection afforded by the cities of refuge, and aq:ess Israelj_te w~• also e~cluded fro_?1 ;p~icipation:·J 

to a s.bar~J;{ce!'taip...titp.es and to .the produce ~f , j~. ·'.: This refers to the e;t(!ng 9.L?I~ ,pasch~ 

th_e_ sabb;itjcal .year. They could even offer sacn;- ~ffei:-!P,g. . , , ' 1 : : • ., ,, • • 1 

fi~ if-they so wishe~ and.participate in religjou~ 51..•'. .. . ::T~1s v~rs~ res~es tpe ~a.1;rat1y~pf V!!rses 

festiyal~. They were obligated to refrain frp_!:!l cer-· 37-4J .. It 1S c~nnec~e~ ~9 t;l:i_e ,next c;hapter~by ~~: 

tain ~ctio~s that:· ~ttld undermine th.e social,, tradi~io~;tl scnb.µ d1v1s!o~ of:tv.e •'I'orajl,1:,10._ 11t<P..b 

moral d . · · al . ll b . .- . £ .. the dominant cate mat the sui?sequent1law ,9f. me firstp~rn' came . 
. 'an, •spm~u . ;.we ,., eJng o,,. . .. . . th d f h E d .. 

soc· h - · al. ·d I try blasphemy mto effect on e very ~y, 9 t e .xo us. ', 1-
1ety,--,..s.u~ v~ 1mmor lf;}', 1 0 a. . ~ . . ' · · -. . 

and the consumption of blood. They wer~ ~ot 
hmte:t re r ' l."il 

f'l•!J\: '.J 

1 • ,- ; .:,. • ; .Ji'· · ' ' • r · when ~e pause on Shabbat to deinonstra,te,' 

48,,J The p~ts_on ,of-non-Jewish origin;~w~o, that we are free people and not slave~. (pr~sing_ 

chooses to join ·the: Jewish people, . the ge_~, is Slfobbat iir the Kiddush as II a remllider of dur 

Welcome to celebrate,Pesab. even thoughhis .. or. liberatioll'from Egypt"), indeed ~very day, ,~he 

hez: ancestors ,w;ere not lite.rally,c sfav,es ,in E~t · Jew is Jo. recall,t_hat Jewtsh,htstory began-with 

and did not.-ieave' ~ith ,Moses, even at inmu- God's intervening on .behalf ofan enslav~d p.eo­

&rai;its• to the .United States sing, '(Land·w4~re pie, leading them to freedom1 and giving thfm 

Illy fathers died." . , th~ Torah. That memory; is to be p_erson~;_,not 

49;. Thism;; betakenasamajorstatemen~ a fact of ancient history. ·(Exod. 13:8_:,,'!lt 1s be-: 

of the innate worth of all human .beings, an cause of what the LoRD,did for me when I w~nt: 

their right to ~qu~. tresitment ~n~er the 1~:~k free from pgypt .. '1) 

Every spring at the Pesab. Seider, every · . 

I 
j( ti'. •r , ~ . f ,, ,;;J I . 

------- J I ' .• 
- I ' ,, "t (, l, ~ .. ~'< (' .... ' ' ~.. • • . ' 'i 

! l{A . .. · ;')/ f1: • . 'fl" ·, ... , ,' all' h ;,d idbma'pl:ivile'ges'ofji~sH law, mhst:Jnevertheless '1 

,LA_.KH'AH L'.fylA-ASEJ:! , , '. ,;.,i; .. ~ 0fsuojectrto t. e u d are commdndeo to care fo; all who are ~ 
12-49. one law The 11on-JeW, thOUtr.~.n .. d legal deal~g_s, ~~ _Jew~,, . . ·"'..,,_. ,. ,- :· ].f,,. ~' · ·. : ·~ 

bet d . . , , . tl . all busJ.J1ess an . -· ' . . . . ~-- , ·s;,. ·,,···"'" • ·, ,;;_; . ~ 
· ... : reate fairly and ·JUS y J.11 • . 'f"Git' 61~). ·· _._ .. : · ,:;;,__1 .. ..,. ...... tk"":,. , •• i. •. ·=·"""k."..-k ..... ,.,.,. .. ,. :. H-•~.,..,...., 

-~ , or poor, induding-'.·hon-fews._ (B · .. ·.'i,...;..& · 1,....•,...N•,:,;,,"'. • · , , .. 

lo _,..f " '• ,;.t,,J r• 
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