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i oboth. 11They set out from Oboth and en-
qmped at Iye-abarim; in the wilderness bor-
Jering on Moab to the east. 12From there they
. o ouf and encamped at the wadi Zered. 13From
here they set out and encamped beyond the
Arnoﬁ, that is, in the wilderness that extends
from the territory of the Amorites. For the
Arnon is the boundary of Moab, between Moab
und the Amorites. 14Therefore the Book of the
Wars of the LorD speaks of “...Waheb in
suphah, and the wadis: the Arnon 15with its
tributary wadis, stretched along the settled
country of Ar, hugging the territory of Moab...”

16And from there to Beer, which is the well
where the Lorp said to, Moses, “Assemble the
people that I may give them water.” 17Then Is-
rael sang this song: '

Spring up, O well—sing to it—

18The well which the chieftains dug,

Which the nobles of the people started

With maces, with their own staffs.

And from Midbar to Mattanah, 1%and from
Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel to
Bamoth, 20and from Bamoth to the valley that
isin the country of Moab, at the peak of Pisgah,
overlooking the wasteland. ’
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THE ROUTE THROUGH TRANSJORDAN
- (vv. 10-20) ;

This section offers a summary of the stations of
Israel’s march through Transjordan, given in ful-
ler form in 33:41-49.

12. wad; Zered A “wadi” is a ravine through
Y"hiCh a stream flows. (The word is from Arabic;
In Hebrew it is nahal.) In present-day Israel most
Wwadis are dry except during the rainy season. The
Wadi Zered (present-day Wadi el-Hesa), however,
contains a perennial streams it is 35 miles (56 km)

ong and flows into the southeastern end of the
cad Sea, :

13. Arnon A perennial stream flowing mid-
Yay into the eastern end of the Dead Sea through

the Wadi el-Mujib, a tremendous ravine that at
one point is 2.5 miles (4 km) wide and 1650
feet (500 m) below the tops of the adjoining
cliffs. The Arnon unites the waters of a complex
of wadis.

territory The Israelites marched in the wil-
derness that lies to the east of the territories of the
Moabites and .Amorites.

14. Book of the Wars of the Lorp According
to Ibn Ezra, this was a separate book which, like
the Book of Jashar (Josh. 10:13; 2 Sam. 1:18),
was an anthology of early songs describing the
saga of Israel’s battles at the beginning of its na-
tional existence.

17. Then Israel sang Similar words intro-
duce the Song of the Sea (Exod. 15:1).

17. Encouraged by early military victories,
SUstained by having found oases in the wilder-

ness, Israel is now a singing community, grate-
ful and reinvigorated.
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21]srael now sent messengers to Sihon king
of the Amorites, saying, 22“Let me pass throuih
your country. We will not turn off into fields
or vineyards, and we will not drink water frorfl
wells. We will follow the king’s highway l.lﬂtll
we have crossed your territory.” 22But Sihon
would not let Israel pass through his territory.
Sihon gathered all his people and went out
against Israel in the wilderness. He came to
Jahaz and engaged Israel in battle. 24But Israel
put them to the sword, and took possession of
their land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far
as [Az] of the Ammonites, for Az marked the
boundary of the Ammonites. 25Israel took all
those towns. And Israel settled in all the towns
of the Amorites, in Heshbon and all its depen-
dencies. v R

26Now Heshbon' was the city of Sifion'k}ng
of the Amorites, who had fought against a‘for-
mer king of Moab and taken all his land from
him as far as the Arnon. 27Therefore the bards
would recite:

“Come to Heshbon; firmly built

And well founded is Sihon’s city.

28For fire went forth from Heshbon,

Flame from Sihon’s city,

Consuming Ar of Moab,

The lords of Bamoth by the Arnon.

2Woe to 'you, O Moab!

. VICTORY OVER SIHON  (vy. 21-32)

Moving northward along the eastern (wilderne

: n
edge of—Moab’, Israel now seeks peaceful pdsszsgsg:
through'the Amorite kingdom of Sihon as it did
with Edom. Sihon confronts Israel with an armed

force.

21. Israel now sent messengers Eithéi' at
-aba{'im (v.11) or from
‘which' separates the

Moab’s boundary from I
the f(?r’d of the Arnoz,
Moabites and the Amorites-(v. 13),

24.putthemto the sword Thit is, Sihon’sarmy.
n eastern tributaries

Jabbok One of the mai
of the ] Ord’fm River,
25, its dependencies Liter

» . . . .
ters.” In this and in similar con

ally, “its daugh-
texts, the distinc-
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tion between “mother” and “daughter” is that be-
tween Wall_ed’city and open’village.
27. bards Hebrew:: ha-mosh lim, those who

e (t'o be like). Mshalim included proverb, par
al_)le, riddle, and allegory. They could vaty from
pithy folk nzaxims to longer artistic compositions
sBllCh 2y ob’s discourses and the contents of the
pok 9 ,fPf overbs. They also included taunt song*
gl(_’cklng afoe, such as the following poem, whi
>1'St-» r.eca_llS the gloating of the newly defeated
298r{tes over the previously defeated Moabite®
used -fﬁre went forth ' This image is frequen y
or a ]_'.avaging army. :
2; éclty or'district near the Arnon River
* Woe Hebrew: o, which also occuf® &

—

recite m'shalim (sing;: “mashil ) —from ‘the stem
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you are undone, O people of Chemosh!

His sons are rendered fugitive

And his daughters captive

By an Amorite king, Sihon.”

30Yet we have cast them down utterly,

Heshbon along with Dibon;

We have wrought desolation at Nophah,

wWhich is hard by Medeba.
3150 Israel occupied the land of the Amorites,
3Then Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they
captured its dependencies and dispossessed the
Amorites who were there.

33They marched on and went up the road to
Bashan, and King Og of Bashan, with all his peo-
ple, came out to Edrei to engage them in battle.
34But the LorD said to Moses, “Do not fear him,
for I give him and all his people and his land
into your hand. You shall do to him as you did
to Sihon king of the Amorites who dwelt in
Heshbon.” 35They defeated him and his sons
and all his people, until no remnant was left
him; and they took possession of his country.
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hoi. Exclaimed when facing death (1 Kings 13:30;
Jer.22:18) or predicting catastrophe (Isa. 3:9,11).

people of Chemosh Chemosh was the na-
tional deity of Moab. The phrase refers to the
Moabites, just as the Israelites are called “the peo-
Ple of YHVH.” _

are rendered Literally, “he rendered.” The
god Chemosh willingly surrenders his subjects. In

¢ ancient Near East, a nationwide disaster was
often considered the result of a decision made by
the national deity.

VICTORY OVER OG  (vv. 33-35)

The campaign against Og. differs from that
%ainst Sihon. No messengers are sent request-
g passage, because the way across the Jordan
3 already been secured with the victory, over
Sthon. Also, whereas the bartle against: Sihon
'S undertaken at Israel’s initiative (the name
of God does not appear in vv. 21=32); he.re

$ Campaign against Og is expressly commis-

sioned by the Lord (v. 34). The land of Og,
in contrast to Sihon’s land, is part of the Prom-
ised Land, which includes the Bashan
(34:10-11). Thus the Lord commands the con-
quest of the Bashan as part of the conquest
of Canaan. ¥

33. Bashan This includes the area bounded
by Mount Hermon to the north, Jebel Druze to
the east, the hills east of the Sea of Galilee to the

west, extending to about six miles (10 km) south,

of the Yarmuk River. _.
Og An Amorite. The prophet Amos de-
scribed the Amorites as a people “Whose stature
was like the cedar’s / And who was stout as the
o0ak” (Amos 2:9). Og himself was remembered as

the last of the giant Rephaim (Deut. 3:11; see also-

2 Sam. 21:16-22). - .
Edrei Identified with modern Der‘a, it was
located near the Yarmuk River and the desert,

probably at the southeast border.of Og’s king-
dom.
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