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11 Now he heard the things that L b , J . "J b a ans ,ere saymg: aco has taken all th !Dos '' at was 
fJthe r's, and from that which ollr . was our 

h 
r's he has bmlt up all this wealth " 21 ~t e · acob 
. 
1
w that Laban's manner toward h' alsO'' . 1m was 

t as it had been m the past. 3Then th L oo e ORD 
,aiJ to Jacob, "Return to the land of your fathers 
where you were born, and I will be with you." 
tjacob had Rachel and Leah called to the field, 
where his flock was, 5and said to them, "I see 
that your fa ther's manner toward me is not as it 
has been in the past. But the God of my father 
has been with me. 6 As you know, I have served 
your father with all my might; 7but your father 
has cheated me, changing my wages time and 
again. God, however, would not let him do me 
harm. 8lf he said thus, 'The speckled shall be 
your wages,' then all the flocks would drop 
speckled young; and if he said thus, 'The 
streaked shall be your wages: then all the flocks 
would drop streaked young. 9God has taken 
away your father's livestock and given it to me. 
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JACOB AND LABAN: THE FINALE (31:1-32:3) 

JACOB CONSULTS WITH HIS WIVES 
(vv. 1-16) 

I. he heard the things Jacob hears what is 
b(ing said about him, and observes Laban's 
changed attitude. 

3. the WRD said Any doubt as to his proper 
cou rse of action is now dispelled by God's com-
mand and reassurance of protection. 

4. called to the fie/J While shepherding his 
Bock in the open field, Jacob can summon Ra-
chel and Leah without arousing suspicion. At 

CHAPTER31 

the same time, the locale affords protection 
from eavesdroppers. He must consult with his 
wives. The concubines are excluded because 
their lower social status makes it unnecessary for 
Jacob to seek their agreement to his plan . 

7. time and again The Hebrew phrase 
aseret monim. literally, " IO times," is used here 
in the sense of"repeatedly." 

9. taken away The verb va-yatzel, a form of 
hitzil, usually means "saved" but here it is used 
in rhe sense of "caking back." 

even as he did in Gen. 2 7:20. There this manner 
of speaking was deemed "the voice ofJacob" by 

5-7. Jacob credits God for his good fortune, his father, Isaac 127:22). 

liALAKHAH L' MA·ASllH . . . . . . 31:4 Rael 
I 

d L h Whenever the two sisters are listed together m the Bible, Rachel IS hsted firsL Conse-ie an ea · I bl · · d d h F 'd . h d . quently, Rachel is also listed before Leah ,n. the pare1)ta essmg ~ec1te over a~g ters on n ay mg t, an m 
Other prayers whenever the Matriarchs are included in Conservative movement liturgy. 
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181 GENESIS 31 :10 VA-YETZEI 

IO"Once, at the mating time of the flocks, I 
had a dream in which I saw that the he-goats 
mating with the flock were streaked, speckled, 
and mottled. 11 And in the dream an angel of 
God said to me, 'Jacob! ' 'Here,' I answered. 
12And he said, 'Note well that all the he-goats 
which are mating with the flock are streaked, 
speckled, and mottled; for I have noted all that 
Laban has been doing to you. 131 am the God of 
Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where 
you made a vow to Me. Now, arise and leave 
this land and return to your native land."' 

14Then Rachel and Leah answered him, say-
ing, "Have we still a share in the inheritance of 
our father 's house? 1ssurely, he regards us as 
outsiders, now that he has sold us and has used 
up our purchase price. 16Truly, all the wealth 
that God has taken away from our father be-
longs to us and to our children. Now then, do 
just as God has told you." 

1 ?Thereupon Jacob put his children and wives 
on camels; 18and he drove off all his live-
stock and all the wealth that he had amassed, 

10. I had a dream Jacob credits his sheep-
breeding strategy to the inspiration of a dream 
vision . 

12. for I have noted Literally, "saw," a term 
frequently used to express God's compassionate 
response to a suffering victim. 

13. I am the God of Bethel The tide is not 
intended to limit God to a specific locale but to 
call to mind the original revelation to Jacob, spe-
cifically the promise of constant protection and 
safe return . 

14. Have we still a share A rhetorical ques-
uon. 

15. as outsiders By not giving them their 
share of the bride-price (mohar), Laban treated 
them from the beginn ing as though they were 

13. The angel's message to Jacob is, "Once 
you dreamed of stairways leading to heaven. 
Now you dream of how to increase the number 
of sheep and goats you own. You have been 
corrupted by the values of Laban's world. The 
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not part of the clan. Hence, they considered 
themselves as "being sold," rather than married 
off. 

and has used up our purchase price Lit-
erally, "and has eaten up our money." A similar 
statement is fo und in Akkadian sources, with 
the same meaning. 

16. belongs to its The wives fully agree with 
Jacob's claim of good tide to his wealth . 

THE ESCAPE (vv. 17-2 1) 

18. that he had amassed . .. i11 his posses-
sion that he had acquired T his cluster of 
phrases underscores Jacob's claim to absolute 
and rightful ownership of all his possessions. 

time has come for you to leave this place and 
return to the Land. 11 

15. he regards us as outsiders He did not 
treat us as daughters when he bartered us for 14 
years of unpaid labor. 


