
DEUTERONOMY 1:34 D'VARIM 

34When the LORD heard your loud complaint, 
He was angry. He vowed: 35Not one of these 
men, this evil generation, shall see the good land 
that I swore to give to your fathers-36none ex-
cept Caleb son ofJephunneh; he shall see it, and 
to him and his descendants will I give the land 
on which he set foot, because he remained loyal 
to the LORD. 

tj¥p~1 ?1v,-n.t:,< i1Ji1? :Vl;Io/~134 
'u;,1< 3s : i)?.K? ll;itp~1 
nl'.<. i1fi'.I :V'Ji7J ,11;:i i1?X.i7! 
nr.,7 ,T:l-1/~o/~ ,w~ i1~1t::li'.I Y7J:Ci7' 
xl;:i h~~?-ni ::i.7:;, ,fi7,r 36 : 
i1;i-i-n ,w~ Y7t<i7J-n.t:,< lfl.t:,<-171 ;,~~T 

= i1Ji1, ,Joi< x?J? ,w~ ,~H?' 
i)?K? tJ?,??~::l i11i1? ~JKJ;liJ 37 
)1J-p ~)P1i1? 3s : x·:;i.1;n6 

988 

37Because of you the LORD was incensed with 
me too, and He said: You shall not enter it either. 
38Joshua son of Nun, who attends you, he shall 
enter it. Imbue him with strength, for he shall 
allot it to Israel. 39Moreover, your little ones 
who you said would be carried off, your children 
who do not yet know good from bad, they shall 
enter it; to them will I give it and they shall pos-
sess it. 40As for you, turn about and march into 
the wilderness by the way of the Sea of Reeds. 
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THE PEOPLE'S ABOUT-FACE (vv. 34--41) 

Moses' plea to che people fell on deaf ears. Ac-
cording co Num. 14: 11-20, God would have de-
stroyed the entire generation and replaced chem 
with Moses' descendants, had Moses not per-
suaded Him co be lenient. 

34. yo"r loud complaint According to 
Num. 14:11 and 22, it was the people's lack of 
faith in God chat provoked His ire. 

He vowed That is, God swore, echoing verse 
8. This generacion's rejection of the sworn Land 
is met by a new swearing chat now deprives chem 
of ir. 

35, tbu ml generlltion Refers to males who 
were 20 and older at che cime of che incident 
(Num. 14:29, 32: 11), spoken of as warriors (i.e., 
men of military age) in Deuc. 2: 14,16. The phrase 
here 1;ontrasts with "che good land" and suggests 
che fitness of che decree: An evil generation may 
not enter a good land. 

36. Caleb, a leader of the tribe of Judah 
(N um. 13:6), is exempted from the decree be-
cause he kept his faith chat the Lord would enable 
Israel co overcome the Amorices and pleaded with 
the people co remain faithful (Num. 13:30, 
14:6-9). According to Num. 14:6 and ocher pas-
sages, Joshua joined Caleb in chis plea. 

the land on which he set foot Hebron. 
37. Although Moses does not specify what 

provoked God's anger at him, there is an impli-
cation here chat somehow it was connected with 
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the rebellion. The plain sense of the passage seems 
to be chat Moses, personally blameless, was caught 
up in God's anger at his contemporaries. Possibly 
this was due co Moses' acceding to the people's 
request for scouts. Even if chac request did not im-
ply a lack of faith in God initially, it eventually 
led 10 the people's loss of faith. Perhaps Moses 
was held accountable for the consequences of 
their initiative because he had approved it. 

38. Joshua, Moses' aide (see Exod. 24: 13), is 
his natural successor. His fitness is indicated in 
Num. 27: 18 where he is described as "an inspired 
man," a man moved by the spirit of God. Joshua's 
prior military experience also prepares him to lead 
Israel in the coming wars (Exod. 17:8-13). 

Joshua Hebrew: Y'hoshu-a. The name prob-
ably means "the LoRD (y'ho) is a noble (shu -a)." 

allot Joshua will assign each of the tribes and 
clans its territory. 

39. Here God's address co the people is re-
sumed. 

who you said would be carried off See 
Num. 14:3. 

your children who do not yet know good from 
bad Therefore, chey cannot be held accounta-
ble for che rebellion. The parallel passages in 
Numbers indicate chat chis refers co children be-
low the age of 20. 

40. God's reversal of His promise is now 
made real. Ac the very border of the Promised 
Land the people are sent back into the wilderness 
from which they had just come. Thus the journey 
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4IYou replied to me, saying, "We stand guilty 
before the LORD. We will go up now and fight, 
just as the LORD our God commanded us." And 
you all girded yourselves with war gear and 
recklessly started for the hill country. 42But the 
LORD said to me, "Warn them: Do not go up 
and do not fight, since I am not in your midst; 
else you will be routed by your enemies." 43J 
spoke to you, but you would not listen; you 
flouted the LoRD's command and willfully 
marched into the hill country. 44Then the 
Amorites who lived in those hills came out 
against you like so many bees and chased you, 
and they crushed you at Hormah in Seir. 
4SAgain you wept before the LORD; but the Lo RD 
would not heed your cry or give ear to you. 
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2 46Thus, after you had remained at Kadesh 
all that long time, 1we marched back into 
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"through rhe great and terrible wilderness" was for 
naught. 

by the way of the Sea of Reeds Thar is, "on 
the road to the Sea of Reeds," which led from 
Kadesh-barnea to the Gulf of Aqaba. The "Sea of 
Reeds" refers both to the sea the Israelites crossed 
when leaving Egypt and to the Gulf of Aqaba. The 
latter is meant here, because the Israelites never 
returned to the former. 

41. The people's response to God's decree 
seems one of contrition, but in fact it is as rebel-
lious as their reaction to the original command. 
When ordered to "turn about and march" and "go 
up" to the land (vv. 7,21) they "refused to go up" 
(v. 26). Now chat they are commanded to "turn 
about and march" away from the land, they re-
spond "we will go up" to the land. 

We will go up It is we who will go up, not 
the next generation, contrary to God's decree. 

GOD RETURNS THE PEOPLE TO 
THE WILDERNESS (1:42-2:1) 

42. The people believed that God would not 
enforce His decree if they reversed themselves. 
God makes His intentions explicit, countermand-
ing both the people's declaration that they would 
go up and fight (v. 41) and His own earlier com-
mand (v. 21). 

I am not in your muist The Israelites, be-
lieving that God was still in their midst, were cer-
tain of their ability to overcome militarily superior 

enemies. Indeed, Moses had reminded them of 
God's presence when they refused to go up and 
fight. Ironically, it is only after God withdraws 
from their midst that they insist on going. 

43. An ironic contrast with verse 26: "you re-
fused to go up [into the hill country] , and Routed 
the command of the LORD." The similar wording 
highlights the people's stubborn contrariness. 

44. By their own action, the Israelites had 
brought about rhe disaster they had feared (v . 27): 
defeat at the hands of the Amorites. 

Amorites Here, a general designation for all 
the natives of the Promised Land. 

bees Wild honeybees of rhe type found in an-
cient Israel. Similar remarks relating to bees are 
found in Mesopotamian and Greek sources. 

45. Again you wept Having swung from de-
spair to overconfidence (vv. 27-28.41), the peo-
ple's mood swung back to grief. 

46. Literally, "And you remained at Kadesh 
many days, like the days that you remained." 
"Many days" can refer to periods of a few days 
or of many years. The translation implies char 
"you remained at Kadesh" refers to the time up 
through the return from battle, with no further 
delay there. 

2:1. In their first act of obedience since leav-
ing Horeb, the Israelites leave Kadesh-barnea and 
return to the wilderness, as commanded in I :40. 

long time Literally, "many days." Nearly 38 
years (see 2:14) . 


