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volvcs taking a pact made between God and all 
humans and applying it to a covenant with a 
particular people. These contrasts heighten the 
mythic proportions by which the nation experi-
enced its destruction and will experience its res-
toration. 

Another version of the divine oath in Genesis 
adds an additional dimension. In it, God swears: 
"Never again (lo ... od) will I doom the earth 
because of man, since the devisings of man's 
mind are evil from his youth; nor will I ever again 
(v'lo . . . od) destroy every living being, as I have 
done" (Gen. 8:21). According to che prophet, 
the divine oath of restraint is not justified by this 
realization of chc human propensiry for evil. 
Rather, it is motivated by the return of God's love 
to His creatures and the decision to transform 
that love into an everlasting covenant. 

The final section of the haftarah suggests that 
the human heart may be transformed through 

54 Shout, 0 barren one, 
You who bore no child! 
Shout aloud for joy, 
You who did not travail! 
For the children of the wife forlorn 
Shall outnumber those of the espoused 

-said the LORD. 
2Enlarge the site of your tent, 
Extend the size of your dwelling, 
Do not stint! 
Lengthen the ropes, and drive the pegs 

firm. 
Jfor you shall spread out to the right and 

the left; 
Your offspring shall dispossess nations 
And shall people the desolate towns. 

•Fear not, you shall not be shamed; 

heeding the call for spiritual living chat is God's 
gift to "all who arc chirsry" (Isa. 55: 1-3). 

Two models of piery are offered by the para-
shah and haftarah. One model is che example of 
Noah, characterized as a "righteous man" (tzad-
dik) who was "blameless in his age" and "walked 
with God" (Gen. 6:9). This model of righteous-
ness is focused on inner puriry and divine-cen-
tered living. It is the way of spiritual aloneness, 
with all its inner demands and mysteries. The 
other model is that of the "disciples of the LoRD" 
who establish their ciry "through righteousness 
(bitzdakah)" (Isa. 54:13-14). The focus of this 
model is the communiry and its collective trans-
formation. Here the tasks are public and the de-
mands are in full view. Maimonides perceptively 
identified a scriptural source for the dury of giv-
ing chariry (tztiakah) in 54: I 4, underscoring the 
importance of such personal piery for collective 
religious life. 
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Do not cringe, you shall t b d" no e 1sgraced 
For you shall forget · 
The reproach of your youth, 
And remember no more 
The shame of your widowhood. 
Sfor He who made you w1·u 

you-
His name is "LoRD of Hosts." 

espouse 

The Holy One oflsrael will redeem you-
He is called "God of all the Earth." 

6The LORD has called you back 
As a wife forlorn and forsaken. 
Can one cast off the wife of his youth? 

-said your God. 
7For a little while I forsook you, 
But with vast love I will bring you back. 
81n slight anger, for a moment, 
I hid My face from you; 
But with kindness everlasting 
I will take you back in love 

-said the LORD your Redeemer. 
9For this to Me is like the waters of Noah: 
As I swore that the waters of Noah 
Nevermore would flood the earth, 
So I swear that I will not 
Be angry with you or rebuke you. 
I0for the mountains may move 
And the hills be shaken, 
But m y loyalty shall never move from 

you, 
Nor My covenant of friendship be shaken 

-said the LoRD, who 
takes you back in love. 
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h 54:6-8. The reference co Israel ~s 54:10; 2 Sam. 7:15; Ps. 89:34) . The same word 
"wife of his youth" (n '. urim) recalls che ce~m•- alludes co che covenant response found also in 
nology in oihrr images of che marriage mo~•f 111 Hos. 2:21 and Jcr. 2:2. Through ~tsed one deals 
pruphciic lic craiurc (Hos. 2: 17, Jer. 2:2, Ezc_k. faithfully or keeps faith with another; it is so 
2J :1:!. I <J - 20). T he idea of loya lry and ~ommu- used of divine-human and interpersonal rela-

1 I h d "/m ed" (cf Isa cionships (Deut.5:10.1 Sam.20:8) . 
111e1H i, cun vcyc, JY I e wor . · · 

66 



67 ISAIAH 54 : 11 HAFTARAH FOR NO·Al;I 

11 Unhappy, storm-tossed one, uncom-
forted! 

I will lay carbuncles as your building stones 
And make your foundations of sapphires. 
121 will make your battlements of rubies, 
Your gates of precious stones, 
The whole encircling wall of gems. 
13And all your children shall be disciples 

of the LORD, 

And great shall be the happiness of your 
children; 

14You shall be established through right-

eousness. 
You shall be safe from oppression, 
And shall have no fear; 
From ruin, and it shall not come near you. 
1ssurely no harm can be done 
Without My consent: 
Whoever would harm you 
Shall fall because of you. 
16Jt is I who created the smith 
To fan the charcoal fire 
And produce the tools for his work; 
So it is I who create 
The instruments of havoc. 
t7No weapon formed against you 

Shall succeed, 
And every tongue that contends with you 

at law 
You shall defeat. 

13. disdpks Hebrew limmudti, a technical 
1erm (see 8: 16, 50:4). 

yo•r chiltlren Hebrew: banayikh, spelled 
7'l::l. In a well-known midrash, the second in-
srance of chis word in v. 13 is reread as bonayikh 
(your builders); i1 became rhe basis for teaching 
that knowledgeable children are the culture 
builders of the next generation (BT Ber. 64a). 
The spelling is ,:3,J'O in the large Isaiah scroll 
from Qumran (rhe "Dead Sea Scrolls"), which 
supports the midrashic vocalization bonayikh. 
However, rhis spelling may equally indicate that 
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the original sense was "your learned ones" (from 
che root J,:i, "co know"). If so, rhis noun would 
parallel "disciples of the Lo Ro" in the first part 
of rhe verse. 

14. Ytl• shall be established thro•gh right-
eousness This sentence recalls l :27: "Zion 
shall be saved in the judgment; / Her repentant 
ones, in rhe retribution." 

17. their triumph In Hebrew: tzidkatam. 
The force of rhe noun is justification in court. 
It counterpoints the opening clause (cf. Exod. 
23:7; 2 Sam. 15:4; Isa. 5:23; Prov. 17: 15). God 
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Such is the lot of the servants of the LonD, 
Such their triumph through Me 
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5 5 Ho, all who arc thirsty, 
Come for watn, 
Even if you have no money; 
Come, buy food and cat: 
Buy food without money, 
Wine and milk without cost. 
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Your earnings for what does not sa tisfy? 
Give heed to Mc, 
And you shall eat choice food 
And enjoy the richest viands. 
31ncline your ear and come to Me; 
Hearken, and you shall be revived. 
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covenant, 
The enduring loyalty promised to David. 
4As I made him a leader of peoples, 
A prince and commander of peoples, 
sso you shall summon a nation you did x7p11 ;1rn<~- 1n·; 
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not know, 
And a nation that did not know you 
Sha ll come running to you-
For the sake of the LORD your God, 
The Holy One of Israel who has glorified 

you. 

i, the vindicawr of Israel and thus rhr one who 
brings 1hcm 1riumph. 

Isaiah 55: J, all who are thirsty T he ap-
peal is ci1hrr IO 1hosc of Israel who arc still far 
fro m the Lord or to the na1io ns who follow 
fore ign wisdom (lbn Ezra). T he imagery of 
hunge r Jnd 1hi rs1 indica1es the absence of di-
vi ne iumuu ion. as in Amos 8: 11 (cf. Radak) . 

J, Tiu endurini loyalty promised to Da-
vid T he royal covrnan1 given to David (2 

Sam. 7) is now 1ransferred IO th e entire people . 
It employs !mrd in the sense of covenant faith -
fulness. T he divine pact with David promised 
unconditional commitmem. 

4. a leader of peoples T he word translated 
here as "leader" (,d) has the literal meaning of 
"witness." The figure combines images of Is-
rael's mission as a "light of nat ions" and "wit -
ness" 10 God's power for all (cf. Isa. 42:7, 
43: 10). 
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