
 
 
July 16, 2020 
 
Dear PSJC Community,  
 
We hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well.  
 
We are writing today to ask for your help.  
 
These past few months have challenged us individually and as a community, as we are 
confronted with plagues both old (racism and police violence) and new (Covid-19). The 
pandemic has forced us to close our physical building, but our community remains 
strong. We have taken care of our members who are in need or isolated, we have 
found new ways to study, to socialize, to celebrate Shabbat and simchas together, and 
we have held virtual shiva for those of us who've lost loved ones. In recent weeks we 
have committed ourselves anew to confront our role in racism and how we can act for 
racial justice. 
 
For many, the community that PSJC provides is more essential than ever. 
 
On the financial side, through the perseverance of our treasurer, Yair Reiner, we were 
able to secure a PPP loan, which has helped us meet our obligations to our staff. But 
like many other institutions, PJSC has lost a significant amount of income because of 
the pandemic. Our regular renters are not able to use the building, and our fundraisers, 
large and small, from the Purim Carnival to the Rabbi’s gala, have been cancelled or 
postponed. The result is a serious shortfall in income for the year.  
 
And as with so many other aspects of society, the COVID-19 pandemic has made 
painfully clear that there are underlying weaknesses that must be addressed.  
 
Our regular revenue only addresses short-term needs. We have traditionally relied 
upon campaigns like this one to fund regular building repairs and to get us through 
challenging times. We need, in the face of COVID-19, to fill this immediate financial 
gap, but also to plan better for the long haul and be financially prepared for the NEXT 
rainy day.  The Board is committed to that task. We have reactivated our Financial 
Sustainability Task Force and are looking deeply and systematically at our finances, 



our budgeting process, and our long-term planning.   
 
Our very immediate need is to close the income gap resulting from the pandemic, and 
we need your help to do so. We are launching a Stabilization Campaign with a goal 
of $250,000 to help us right the ship.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of a group of committed donors, including every 
member of our board of trustees, we have raised matching funds of $125,000. 
Now through August 8, your funds will be matched dollar for dollar.  
 
Today, we ask you to commit to PSJC's Stabilization Fund. Whether $360, $1,800, or 
$18,000, every gift matters. With your help, we know that PSJC can emerge from this 
challenging time more deeply connected and with an even stronger sense of 
community. We are looking forward to the day that we will be able to safely congregate 
in our building. Make sure that when the doors reopen, we will be an even stronger, 
more financially sound PSJC . Please take full advantage of our matching fund, and 
help PSJC stay strong by making a gift by August 8.  
 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

                                 
David Tepper                                    Naomi Sunshine  
President, Board of Trustees            Stabilization Campaign Chair 
 
 

https://www.virtualpsjc.org/stabilization-campaign
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